Second Edition. 
NECESSITY 


Se or an 


INCORPORATE UNION 
1 Jo. 
| GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND 
EY PROVED 77 
PROM THE SITUATION OF BOTH KINGDOMS. 
„„ 
A SKETCH OF THE PRINCIPLES | 


IT OUGHT TO BE FORMED. | 


\ : 


Between vs ww let bins be peace, both joining, 
As joined in injuries, one enmity _ | „ 
80 SATs a Foe by doom expreſs W x us. MILTON, 


U 


D UB LI N: 


PRINTED FOR J. MILLIKEN, 32, GRAFTON-STREET. 


1799. 


FA 


Re EIS on 


* — 4 - — oy wee comme fp: 1 — 2 
i et ter I as et a py . 
Nrn. 8 
= pines 


x; * * . 
— . «. 


— r >, & 
—— — — a 
I : 2 


U 45 
. 


WE -- 
3 
64 
N 
- ' 
4 


2 
* 


—— — wg yr wtf» we OS bord oo COLON; ai td Lt. K n 
x » ; * * 6 


4 


1 ies that an ien is to b . Wal ö 
5 Great Britain and Ireland, ſeems generally prevalent in 
both kingdoms. Government has hitherto remained 
ſilent upon the ſubje&, and no ſteps are taken either to 
check or encourage the ſuppoſition. It originates with 
the public, and can be attributed to no other cauſe, than 


a general conviction, that ſome arrangement muſt be 


formed between the countries to enſure the ir joint proſ- x; 


5 perity and mutual good underſtanding. 


If the. plan of FR incorporate Unite ſhould be brought 


forward by his Majeſty's Miniſters from a ſimilar con- 


viction, it is to be hoped that the two nations and their 
Legiſlatures will debate and weigh it in the ſpirit of cor- 
dial affe ction, and of calm and ſober diſcuſſion. It is not 


to be canvaſſed in any other mode with advantage, or 
even with ſafety te to the empire. 
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A meaſure which endeavours to unite and reconcile 
the intereſts of conſiderable and growing nations has 
much to fear from the paſſions of the people, as it will 


be the intereſt of many to inflame and miſlead them. 
From their judgment it has nothing to apprehend, if 


they will only reſolve to employ it. The danger is, 
that where the ſyſtem is ſo complicated and vaſt, they 


may feel more inclined to pronounce upon its merits 


than to examine them. Moſt undoubtedly the ſcheme 

of an Union, which lays its foundations in the happineſs 

of the exiſting race, and labours to extend its regulations 

and its benefits to an infinite poſterity, demands the graveſt 

conſideration from the inhabitants of both kingdoms, 
Ihe influence of their opinion, whether juſt or erroneous, 
Y decides upon its fate; and they ſhould watch with: anxiety, 
leſt they form it on frivolous or party grounds. 5 


Neither the frame and temper of mind, nor the degree 


of knowledge requiſite to aſcertain the defects or advan- 
tages of ſuch a meaſure, are to be acquired from a pro- 
feſſional cabal, or caught up from a county meeting. 
Such aſſemblies may poſſibly ſerve to communicate the 
prevailing ſentiments; but a town-houfe, or a tavern, 
are no fit places to form an opinion by which a wile and 
honeſt man could venture to abide. 


* he country ſhould prozecd in a ths 3 picit of 


5 enquiry. It ſhould enter upon a ſober and patient inveſ- 
tigation of the plan in its Principles and its parts —exa- 
mine and meditate upon the various ſentiments which 


unte in the minds of men concerning it—weigh 


the ſeveral arguments by which they are ſupported, 


and contraſt them with each. other. It is by ſuch 


means, and by ſuch means alone, that the people can 
form a judgment fit to dire & their conduQ, and FRY 
their — 
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la forming an opinion upon the propriety of an Union 
between the kingdoms, the firſt point to be aſcertained | 
is, whether any alteration be neceſſary in that ſyſtem 
under which the countries are at preſent governed. No 
man ſhould ſtand up as the advocate of unneceſſary 
changes, or wantonly tempt the dangers of untried ſpe- | 
ulation. 


I the cabling conflirytion of the empire is of ſuff- 
cient ſtrength and compaſs to keep its parts compact and 
firm, under all the ſhocks to which it may be liable from 
foreign or domeſtic enemies; if it provides the means to 
_ enſure the happineſs and tranquillity of the reſpective 
kingdoms, to encreaſe their power, and to augment. 
their glory; if it contains within its ample ſtores and 


magazines of public goods, medicines to mitigate the 


conſequenees of party animoſity, and remedies to re- 
move the cauſes of commercial jealouſy, we ought not 
to tamper with an arrangement which anſwers the whole 
purpoſes of imperial government. But if, on the other 
| hand, it is proved by experience, moſt conclufive and 
fatal, that the exiſting ſyſtem is utterly inſufficient to 
effect any one of theſe eſſential objects, a queſtion no 
longer remains upon its continuance; and a ſecond point 
ariſes, namely, by what new arrangement theſe bleſſings 
" my” be obtained for the ſiſter kingdom. 


| It will be the object of the following ſheets to prove, 
upon the firſt point, that the preſent ſyſtem is inſufficient 
to promote the proſperity and enſure the tranquillity of 
the empire. Upon the ſecond, that an incorporating - 
Union, forming the two nations into one kingdom, 
ſubje& to the ſame laws, and governed by the fame 


Legiſlature, is the only means to accompliſh theſe ſalutary 
effects. 
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Ireland was governed as a dependent kingdom for a 
_ conſiderable time after his Majeſty's acceſſion to the 


| throne. The duration of her Parliament depended upon 


the pleaſure of the Sovereign, or the demiſe of the 
crown. Her commerce was regulated rather by the 
wiſhes and intereſts of this country, than by thoſe of her 


proper inhabitants. Her obedience to the will of England 


was enforced by a triple ſecurity. A Britiſh Privy 
Council claimed the right to prevent her Legiſlature from 


| paſſing 1 new laws. A Britiſh Court of Law poſfeſſed that 
of interpreting the old; and a Britiſh Parliament aſſerted 
a paramount r to bind her by ſtatutes of its 


own enactment. 


While Ireland was reduced by theſe means to the de- 1 
graded ſtate of a province, her people were divided in io 
two parties, more hoſtile to each other than to the ſtate 
which oppreſſed them, The meaſures of the Engliſh 
Parliament were ſupported by the Proteſtants, and op- 
poſed by the Catholics, both in the Rebellion of 16415 5 


and at the Revolution of 1688. 


It coſt this country en 150 and anxiety to put an : 
end to theſe civil diſſenſions. Cromwell, who ſuppreſſed 


the former, expelled many of the Catholics from their 


| habitations, in revenge, and divided their lands among 


his are But with a view to ſecure future unani- 
mity to the two countries, he united them under the 


Tame Legiſlature. The Whigs, who triumphed at the 


Revolutjon, laid pains and penalties upon the unhappy 
ſect, not leſs uffliting than the cruelties of Cromwell; 

but they adopted the leſs prudent and vigorous meaſ ure 
of goyerning the country as a province, inſtead of con- 


neQing it to England for ever. All power and | property | 
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in the iſland were veſted in the Proteſtants, who had either 
joined the ſtandard, or, at leaſt, acknowledged the 
authority of King William. Inferior to the Catholics in 
number, they ſtood in abſolute need of Engliſh aſſiſtance 


to reſtrain and prevent the members of that perſuaſion 


from re-acquiring their natural aſcendancy in the country. 


To inſure their own ſuperiority, they patiently ſubmit= 


ted to have their Legiſlature ſhorn of its ' ſupremacy, 
as neceſfary to ſecure the connection of the kingdoms, 
and therewith their poſſeſſions, their religion, and their 
political conſequence. 8 0 OE © 


The ſtate BY told anak and e end at 1 


comparatively, with that of Great Britain, contributed 
to ſecure her acquieſcence under this arrangement for a 
55 conſiderable period. From the firſt authentic document 
of her hiſtory, down to the capitulation of Limerick, 
that country had been the victim of civil diſſenſions. 
The unceaſing flow and waſte of blood for upwards of 
| ſeven hundred years, had depopulated the iſland ſo much, 


that the number of its inhabitants bore no proportion to 
the extent and fruitfulneſs of the foil, |, 


8 ! 


Not even the crowd of indigent ſettlers, who hurried 


from England and from Scotland to faſten upon the 
fruits of expulſion and confiſcation, could fill up that 
frightful gap which had been made by the nand of war, 
and by the viſitation of its more dreadful attendants, diſ- 


eaſe and famine, Owing to the ſame cauſe, the lower 


orders of the people remained in ſavage ignorance, and 
hopeleſs barbarity. The mind of the peaſant, which in the 
adjacent countries made ſome progreſs in arts and manners, 


continued ſtupidly fixed and immoveable in Ireland. 
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But the rigid policy of the Revolution, as it ſecured 


the tranquillity of the country, encreaſed the number of 


its inhabitants, and gradually removed the jealous ſears 


of the Proteſtant intereſt. The locks of Sampſon re- 


aſſumed their length and beauty, as he ſlept in his 


priſon and beneath his chains. His ſtrength returned, 


and the deſire of fre dedom revived with the means to 
recover it. e 


2] Daring the unhappy ſtruggle with America, the claim 
of a Britiſh Parliament to legiſlate for the remaining 


members of the empire, was canvaſſ:d with all the 


ardour and acuteneſs of political and party difputation. 
The public mind was illumined by the diſcuſſion, and 
the ſiſter kingdom, apprized of her rights, caught from 
the example of the Colonies an emulous wiſh to aſfert 
| her independenee. Inſtantly that flame burſt forth with 

volcanic fury, which had hitherto betrayed its exiſtence 

by hollow groans and murmurs beneath the ground. 
Ireland armed in defence of the empire, and wiſely 


demanded her freedom as a ene 


It was granted by Great chin: 


It would not be very eaſy, and if it were eaſy, it would 
be ungrateful, to examine the impreſſion under which 
this conceſſion was originally made. But it is impoſſible! 


to deny that her ſubſequent eonduct in reſpe& to Iriſh 


independence, has been worthy of a great and high- 


minded country. She has neither ſought to reclaim, nor 


looked back upon her loſt power with regret. Conſcious 


of the value of her own freedom, ſhe venerates the 
jealous feelings with which their liberties are watched by 


the gallant nation to whom ſhe reſtored them, If Iriſnu- 


men 


men entertain no other notions of the general opinion on 


this ſide of the water, they are groſsly miſled. Any 


attempt to encroact upon their freedom, would be re- 


ſiſted as reſolutely by the people of this country, as if the £ 


attack were 1 made upon their own. 


p y hs nal recognition of her egillative 13 ; 
which happened in 1782, Ireland took a new ſtation, 
in reſpe& to this country, from that in which ſhe had 
previouſly ſtood. Two conſequences neceſſarily follow- 


ed, from her parliament having gained the excluſive 


right to regulate her national intereſts; both materially | 
affecting her connection with Great Britain. Firſt, it 
left no common bond of Union between the kingdoms, 1 


except what aroſe from their acknowledgment of a 


common Sovereign. Secondly, it reduced their com- 
mercial intercourſe to a mere matter of convention. 


| It left each at liberty, unleſs where bound by poſitive 


compact, to conſider the other as a foreign notion; to 
diſregard its maritime regulations; to exclude its com- 
modities foam: the home market, or even to give a de- 


eide d preference to thoſe of & > rival Rape. 


It. is impoſſible not to ſee how deadly ſ ack powers muſt _ 
be to the happineſs of the ſiſter kingdoms,when conſider- 


| ed as portions of the ſame empire. There is no truth 
more indiſputable in the ſcience of government, than. 


that nations, thus united, muſt admit of ſome common 


5 Tupremacy to regulate their mutual intercourſe, and to 
improve and wor io their phykeat ſtrength to their joint 
advantage. 


But the principle, both imperial and commercial, of 


me exifting ſ ] — inſtead of ſubmitt ing to the maxim, 
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is ſet in hoſtile array againſt it. It bas no authority to 


exact a reciprocal ſacrifice of partial intereſts for the 


general good ;—no means to allay the ſpirit of jealous 
emulation ;—no power to point the exertions of the 
ſeveral countries to common objects, not leſs beneficial 
to them, becauſe unprejudicial to theic friends; no plan 


to divert their induſtry into channels which cannot, by 
eroſſing and interſed ing each other, drain the ſupply 


and reſervoirs of the one, to feed and increaſe the flow 
of the other. It has no fixed rule to aſcertain the pro- 


portion of their contribution for mutual defence. It ap- 
points no common umpire to arbitrate their differences. 
There is neither ſtay, nor cramp, nor binder, to keep 
the fabric together, or prevent it from tumbling to pieces. 


Every thing is abandoned to the fortuitous diſeretion o 
the moment; working blindly, and ſometimes wilfully, 
to che ruin of the countries. 55 


Tf there 10 a miſtake in thefs poſitions, i it pry be, that 
a principle of empire, ſufficient to regulate the conduct 


of theſe iſlands to their mutual advantage. ie <reated {| 


by the unity of the Executive Cvyernment, « or * it 
exiſts ſomewhere cle. 1 


">< 


Among the prerogatives of the Crown, where are we 


to meet with one adequate to ſuch a purpoſe? Our 


| anceſtors could have no ſuch caſe in contemplation, and 


conſequently could make no proviſion againſt it. The 
powers of the Executive Government are amply ſuffi- 
cient to ſuſtain the common functions of Adminiſtration 
in each kingdom. But it is wiſely ordained, that, in 
extraordinary meaſures, the Monarch muſt have recourſe 


to his Parliament, This principle, ſo eſſential to free- 
dom, 1s coubly. ſecured to the remaining branches of the 
| | Legiſlature, 


11 
Legiſlature, by t the right of ſupply, and the right of 
impeachment, In all meaſures of cmpire, therefore, as 
well as in all other extraordinary meaſures of govern- 
ment, the Crown poſſeſſes no other power than a right 
to recommend them to the wiſdom of Parliament. 80 
far is it from enjoying any ſpecial extraordinary preroga- 
tive, on this point of its duty, that it is here peculiarly 

: weak and incapable, 


Where elſe, then, can this imperial N be ald 
to exiſt? Surely r not in two Legiſlatures, by their con- 
ſtitution wholly diſtin& and independent poſſeſſing 

| neither means nor forms, nor even a painted chamber 
to CP; or hold a conferencs with « each other. 8 
"Tt 6-5 wg urged, by ſome, that obetharith to the Canis 
| king, joined toa general and friendly intercourſe between 
the countries, will operate in the nature of ſettled 
powers in the government, and ſecure the neceſſary 5 
unanimity and concord. But would a ſtateſman leare 
the connection of the kingdoms to the agency of a fluc- _ 
tuating and precarious ſentiment ? Moſt aſſurediy he 
would not do ſo, if he might reſt it upon a more ſtable 
foundation. This argument has been anxiouſly put for- 
ward in moſt of the Iiiſh reſolutions, which different 5 
meetings have recently paſſed in condemnation of an 
Union. Otherwiſe thoſe who know that nations are in- 
capable of aff:Qion, might think it unworthy of much 
conſideration. The ſame cauſes could not produce this 
effect upon America and Great Britain: and whence are 
we to infer, with ſuch an example before our eyes, its 
neceſſary influence upon Ireland! * 


e 


G - ' _ Separate 


12 


* 


Separate Parliaments, actuated with the warmeſt 


wiſhes to promote the united intereſts of the kingdoms, 
may differ as to the means by which they can be accom- 
pliſhed. The fentiments of the wiſeſt and beſt of us, are 
formed to local views and attachments, and gradually 


warped by the inſenſible weight of public opinion, preſ- 
ſing and bearing down upon our mind. There is no man, 
much leſs no ſet of men, formed out of ſuch ſtiff and 
new-found earth, or endued with ſuch calloſity of 
mental nerve, as will enable them to reſiſt, for any time, 


the general wiſhes of their countrymen. Ireland and 


Great Britain are oppoſed, in many points, of general 
government and domeſtic economy; and the man who 
croſſes the channel, and mingles with various claſſes of 
ſociety, will often find himſelf in a region of ſettled 


opinions, which are in the antipodes to his own, If 
cauſes of difference may ariſe, even from the natural 
_ conſtitution of the two Legiflatures, and the neceſſary 
influence of the people upon their deciſions, who can 


venture to foretel the conſequences, or preſcribe the limits | 


at which they are to my & 


There are many circumſtances, peculiar to our ſitua- 


tion, which may encreaſe and enflame them, tilt the 


people ſhall forget the connection of the kingdoms ; 
there are none by which they can be removed altogether. 
The manner in which our government is conducted, as 
well as the political habits and faſhions of the times, have 
a direct tendency to render theſe national eee 
both violent and frequent. 


From the reſidence of the Sovereign in Great Britain, 
and her ſuperior importance as the head of the empire, 
the confidential ſervants of the Crown are choſen from 

eee her 


— : 


% 


ig - 3 
her people, and fix the ſeat of . in ber 


capital. The chief rule and government of the empire, 
muſt, of conſequence, reſt in them; and the Iriſh 


1 


Legiſlature has, on this head, little more to do, than 


enact ſuch meaſures as are propoſed for its acquieſcence. 
Ireland, inereaſing rapidly in wealth and population, 


may not always endure this preponderating influence with 
patience. She may aſpire to alternate effulgence, and 
conſider the counſel of a Britiſh Cabinet as better calcu- 
lated for the proſperity of their own country than for 


| her's. If this unhappy criſis ſhould ever arrive, the in- 


dividuality of the Executive Power, inſtead of acting . 

as a bond of union, becomes a freſh ſource of diſagree- = 
ment; and the empire may be afflicted with different 
and conflicting bien, as s welt as diſtin&t and Za 


Funn, 


117 


5 Did ſuch evil exiſt among the ſuppoſitions of theory 
: alone, a prudent ſtateſman would endeavour to guard 
againſt their eventual occurrence. But the inſeQs have 
: already burſt their nidus, and we may calculate, from their 
infant nibblings, the wide extent of their rayuges if ſuf- 


fered to arrive at ANY: 


| The firſt fruit of Iriſh independence, was an intimate | 
union between the oppoſition of both couptries. With- 


out ſuppoſing a degree of corruption in one of them, 


too groſs and rank for the endurance of human ſenſe, it 
is at leaſt poſſible that different parties may preponderate 
in the Britiſh and in the Iriſn Parliament. When the avowed 


ground of Parliamentary conduct is perſonal predilection 
or diſlike, the wiſdom of a meaſure can have no effect 
in producing unanimity. If the Parliamentary majorities, 


on each ſide of the channel, ſhould differ in their prin- f 
-O 5 = ciples, 
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40 


ciples, or ther choice of a leader, the operations of 
either Legiſlature might be at a ſtand, from the paſſing a 


of a road-bill to the grant of a ſupply. The ſpirit which 
appeated at the Regency, may ſtart up and haunt us in 


ten thouſand ſhapes. That example will proclaim to a 
. refleQing mind, the danger of ſeparate Lu rates as 


frongly's as ten thouſand inſtances. | 


Aer may be put more likely to occur, and r not leſs 
likely to agitate the paſſions of party, than the choice of 
a Regent, namely, the choice of a Miniſter. When Mr. 
Pitt was placed at the head of Adminiſtration, the Houſe 
of Commons addreſſ:d the Crown to remove the Miniſ- 


try, as not poſſeſſing the confidence of Parliament. The 


Monarch appealed from this judgment to that of his 
people. The people ſanctioned his choice, and returned 
_ repreſentatives, who haye favoured that Cabinet with 
their confidence to the fulleſt extent. An independent . 
Parliament i in Ireland had the ſame right to addreſs this 


language to their Sovereign, as a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 


mons had to their's; No man ſhould preſide in the 
66 councils of an Iriſh Sovereign, unleſs he poſſeſſed the 
« confidence of the Iriſh Parliament.” Had this taken 


place, and, after a ſimilar appeal, the Parliament of 


Ireland had continued to refuſe their confidence to Mr. 
Pitt, the Crown and the Empire muſt have been confuſed 
aud diſtracted between two Cabinets, oc the kingdoms 
have been committed i in the choice of a Miniſter. Need. 
we be referred to the conteſt, comparatively trifling, . 
between the Engliſh Lords and Commons, in the time of 
Charles II. to eſtimate the conſequences ? | To render 
ſuch miſchiefs even paſſible, is to place a new and heavy 
fetter upon the will of 0 Sovereign, in the choice of his 


Miniſters 
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* would be the bigheſt injuſtice to the Iriſh Parlia- 
ment, to deny that it has hitherto conſidered the con- 
cord and Union of the kingdoms as the chiefeſt object of 
its care. In deſcribing the miſchiefs which may arife 
from the ſyſtem, I allude to moments when it may be 
thrown off its guard by paſſion, when accidents may 
render the ſtrength of the countries more equal, and 


habits of independence . its attention to the 
Britiſh Cabinet, „ 


Bur the . of Ireland, not ſwayed by the ſame 
_ wiſe conſiderations as their Parliament, have already 
ſhewn many ſymptoms of diſcontent and diſunion. The 
ſuperior ſtrength of Great Britain, her unbounded | opu- 15 

l lence, and her exquiſite ſkill in the induſtrious arts, 
form ſubjects of unpleaſant, and even envious contem- 
plation to many in the ſiſter kingdom. It is not a diſ- 

; tinQtion made by the hand of Nature; for ſhe has been 
equally laviſh in her bounties to both. It ariſes from 
the different uſe which has been made of the precious 
gifts of climate and of ſoil. It is not unnatural for the 
Iriſh people, in the uſual « eagerneſs, to repzl ſelf-re- 

| proach, td attribute their preſent inferiority to the op- 
 preſlive and monopolizing influence of England, rather 
than to their own miſcondua. Other ſources of diſ- 

| ſatisfaction ariſe from her trade, her colonies, and her 
immzaſe i importance in Europe, and in the empire. The 
vulgar underſtanding looks jealouſly aſkaunt at the poſ- 
ſeſſion of this pre-eminence 3 but is unmindful of the 
_ immenſe hazards. at which it was purchaſed, of the 
heavy coſt at which it is maintained, and of the 


generoſity and ſpirit in which it is ſhared with 
Ireland. 1 


Theſe 


r 
* — 
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Theſe tumultuous feen 4 in the public mind have 


been unhappily fomented and cheriſhed by various cir- 
cumſtances. The moment, and the means, by which 
f Ireland recovered. her independence, have made a deep 
and fatal impreſſion upon the nation. The ſpeeches and 


writings of gentlemen, who have aſpired to the confſi- 


dence of their country, by oppoſjag the meaſures of its 


Government, have tended to keep alive that fire, which, 
after it had ſcrved its great original purpoſe, ſhould 


have been extinguiſhed for ever. The declaration that 
* an American war was the Iriſh harveſt,” may. have 
been well meant, but it was fatally made. 


Not leſs fatal have been many aſſertions afforped' in the 


Iriſh Houſe of Commons, as the ground of argument, 
1 and not always refuted, in debate. It cannot be favour- 
8 able to the Union of the countries, to declare, that the 

: Iriſhman 15 an unconcerned ſpectator in the affairs of 

Europe; that he has no portion in the proſperity of the 

empire; that its wars are the private conteſts of Great 

Britain; that contributions to ſupport them in money, 


and in men, are gratuitous largeſſes, drained from 


Ireland, to feed the power and augment the conſequence 
| of another people. Theſe poſitions, gratifying to the 


weak and blind wiſhes of our nature, and dreſſed up in 


| eloquence well ſuited to the taſte of an ingenious, lively 
people, were but too apt to receive that os which 1 is 


due alone t to truth. 


Diflike to a particular meaſure, in this country, wreaks 


itſelf upon Adminiſtration, and the people's vengeance is 
| ſpent and appeaſed by their diſmiſſal. But declamatory 
ſpeeches, like theſe, identify the unpopularity of the 
Vin niſtry with that of the Britiſh nation. They ſuffer 


nothing 
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nothing to become give or temporary in that reſent⸗ 


ment which ſprings from fugitive cauſes and temporary 


miſtakes. They collect, and ſtore, and preſerve them 


all, and point the animoſity of Ireland, not only againſt : 


the Ministry of the . but againſt the N for 
ever. 


Such a doubting, Jealous; miſapprehending” temper 


renders it impoſſible to accompliſh a liberal ſyſtem of 


commercial arrangement between the kingdoms, and yet, 
with a melancholy contradiction, makes it the indiſpen- 
ſable duty of Government to effect it. It was well 
obſerved by a gentleman * particularly ſkilled in the 
commercial intereſts of Ireland, fo löug back as the 


debate upon the Iriſh Propoſitions, that the countries 


could not go on as they then were. Their trade to the 
7 Colonies, and with each other, is wholly unſettled, and 5 
depends upon revocable N il defined, and worſe ; 


underſtood, 


80 Wk Tt this the caſo, © even 1 upon the Iriſh OA to 
the Britiſh Colonies, that different opinions have been 


_ entertained in the Parliament of Ireland as to the very 


conditions upon which it has been thrown open, by 
Great Britain. Many points reſpecting it depend upon 
the diſcretion of individuals, inſtead of the aſcertained 


limits of national right. The agitation of any one of 


them might unſeam the new-cloſed wounds of the 


countries. If every other cauſe of diſcontent were 


allayed, the appearance of a ſingle Iriſh ſhip between 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the Straights of Magellan, 


might light up the flames of diſcontent with encreaſed 
rye” | | 


* The preſent Speser of the Frith Houſe of 0 ommans. 
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Neither is their trade with each other placed upon a 
more ſtable foundation. Scarce ten years have elapſed, 


fince Ireland, inflamed by the cries of her manufacturers, 
demanded a war of bounties and protecting duties 


| between the countries. The meaſure, thus clamoroufſy 


called for, has been diſapproved of by the beſt writers 
upon political economy, as unwiſe for a ſtate to adopt 
in any ſituation. To united kingdoms ſuch reſtrictions | 
are particularly pernicious, as they raiſe a ſpirit of 
hoſtility between their reſpective mercantile and manu- 
facturing intereſts, and drive them to a commercial 
intercourſe with foreign nations, rather than with each 


other. But that Ireland ſhould demand a regulation, 


by which ſhe muſt loſe every thing, and gain nothing, 

ſeems almoſt to ſurpaſs the bounds of credibility. She 

_ challenged a conteſt of bounties upon exportation with a 
country infinitely more able to give them than ſhe was. 
She provoked a law for prohibiting duties, which muſt _ 
| have cloſed the ports of the two countries againſt eaclt = 

other, when the amount of. her exports to Great 
Britain, at leaſt, doubled that of her imports. from | 


thenee. 


As the meaſure was lily anWiſe wu the part of 
Ireland, it is, on that account, the ſtronger inſtance of 
the very flender ligament by which the commercial 
Intercourſe of the countries is kept together. It is at 


feaſt fair to conclude, that if her people could ſcarcely 
be reſtrained from diſturbing the implied conditions and 
terms of the export trade, when it was her evident benefit 


to avoid it, they may prove more willing and more ſuc- 
ceſsful in breaking through them, if the period ſhould . 
ever occur when Tuch conduct might be attended with 


real advantage. 


Theſs 
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Theſe giddy wiſhes of the people have been hitherto 
rejected by Parliament with true patriotiſm. They have 
_ wiſely avoided all ſubjects of conteſt with this country, 
and prudently ſubmitted to ſuch regulations as her laws 
preſcribe for the empire. But a new malady, dangerous 
to the connection of the countries, has ariſen out of this 

very practice, by which it has been hitherto preſerved. 
| Artful, innovating men, have aſcribed this acquieſcence 

= ſervile and ſhameleſs corruption. They have painted 
the Parliament of Ireland as more attentive to the nod of 
a Britiſh Minifter, than to the intereſts or the will of 
that people by whom they are choſen. Hence diſſatis- 
faction and diſguſt, at the very form of the Houſe of 


Commons, have ſpread more widely, and national jealouſ ) 
has encreaſed againſt England. | 


It is to theſe circumſtances that a wiſh the” a Reform : 
in Parliament owed its eaſy entrance into the minds of 8 
the unthinking and the ignorant. It is from hence, that 
wicked and turbulent men have been enabled, under its 
ſhelter, and by its means, to plan and excite a rebellion, 
of which the avowed object was a ſeparation from Great 
Britain, and the eſtabliſhment of a new Republic. That 

a ſeparation of the countries was the firſt and great object 
in the plan, I have good means of knowing. Whether 
it was to be effected by a Republic, or a Reform, was 
a matter of trivial importance. They knew that it 


muſt have followed from the laſt, as ones as from 
_ the firſt, |» 


Unleſs the Rebellion is to be attributed to theſe 
cauſes working upon the ſuppoſed grievances of the 
Catholics,“ to what rational ſources are we to trace it? 
* ] ſhall hereafter ſhew, that the reſtrictions ſtil] exiſting upon the 


Catholics are alſo the conſequences of the preſent lyiten, and could not 
be removed with ſafety while it exiſts. . 
3 ae 


The people of England and Scotland are not infecxed 


with this paſſion for France, and this admiration of a 
Republic. With the ſame ſenſes, and the ſame affections, 


with the ſame warnings, and the ſame prudent care on 


the part of Government, what elſe can have turned the 
brain of Ireland, while that of her ſiſters has remained 
_ undiſturbed ?. 


| Thoſe who conceive it to ariſe from oppreſſive hard- 
ſhips impoſed upon the Iriſh peaſantry, are ignorant of 
the real ſituation of that country. Until the for- 
mation of the preſent conſpiracy, perſonal liberty was 


not leſs reſpected there than here. They are, indeed, 


relatively poor, if contrafted with the lower orders 
among us. But any miſery ſpringing from hence, ariſes 


rather in our minds than in theirs, who are without op- 


Portunity to make the compariſon. Their happineſs 
depends not upon our notions of comfort, but upon their 


own. The equability of human lot ordains, that no 
tate ſhall be very grievous which is general, and which 


proceeds from neither partial nor direct exaQtion. 


Taking a view of the whole inhabited world, the wealth 


and civilization of Ireland exceeds that of much the 
| largeſt number of mankind, in a proportion infinitely 
greater than that in which it is exceeded by Great 
Britain. Who can venture to pronounce, that the 
aggregate of human happineſs is, on that account, ſo much 


ſhort in other countries, of what befalls our own ? F 


And yet, perhaps, if countries we compare, 
And eſtimate the bleſſings which they ſhare, 

Though patriots flatter, till ſhall wiſdom find, 
An equal portion dealt to all mankind ; 

As different goods by art or nature given, 

To different nations make thoſe bleſſings even. 


Far be it from me to contend, that we ſhould leave 
the lower orders in Ireland to wallow in their preſent 
| ignorance 


t 
L 
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| ignorance and poverty. One of the grand advantages of 


the plan which I recommend, is, that it muſt of neceſſity 
ameliorate their condition. All that I mean by the re- 
mark is, that whatever may be their condition, it ariſes 


from no preſſure of the Government, or its laws; that it 
ſprings partly from the manners of the rich, but much 

more from the temper and habits of the poor; that from 
its nature it is not much felt by the perſons upon whom 


it falls; and that, if it were, the is in their own. 


Power. 


From this view of their ſituation, what are we to con- 


clude? Scarce eighteen years have paſſed over our heads, 
ſince the preſent ſyſtem has ſuperſeded that under 
which the empire was formerly governed. The fatal 
experiment of eighteen years is ſurely ſufficient to con- 
vince us, that if the old arrangement ſacrificed the free- 
dom of Ireland to the Union of the kingdoms, the new 

| has ſacrificed that Union to the exiſtence of her ſeparate | 
Legiſlature. Inſtead of bringing concord to that country, 2 
it has renewed, with encreaſed animoſity, the difſenfions 

between Catholics and Proteſtants, in the midſt of con- 
ceſſions to the former; and has armed fellow- ſubjects 
againſt each other with the deadly rage of civil conten- 


tion. Inſtead of favouring the connection between 


Ireland and Great Britain, it has given birth to a Rebel- 


lion, of which the avowed object is, the eternal ſeparation 
of both. Inſtead of adding to the ſtrength and power of 
the empire, it has detracted from the individual force 
of this country, in the midſt of the moſt bloody war that 


has ſignalized the annals of mankind, by requiring a 
portion of her troops to quel the unnatural and ungene= 


rous attack. 
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Can we calmly examine into theſe conſequences, and 
their cauſe, and not admit that ſome alteration ſhould 
take place in the ſyſtem which now regulates the two 
kingdoms? From the very nature of the objects, to 
attain which ſuch numbers have riſen in rebellion, it be- 


comes impoſſible to appeaſe the ferment by direct con- 
ceſſion. Do any means to ſubdue theſe prejudices of 
the people exiſt other than by taking away, through 


ſome new arrangement, the apparent obje& of their 


diſcontent? Thoſe who underſtand the finer movements | 


of the human mind, will find it abſolutely neceſſary 
thus to divert the popular aitention from demands, 


which it is utterly impoſſible to grant, and wholly unſafe 


to refuſe. 


5 Unleſs ſome ſuch wholeſome change is made; unleſs 
| ſome new ſalubrious medicine is adminiſtered to calm 
and compoſe the ſick ſpirits of the kingdom, what has 
England or the Iriſh Proteſtants to expe&, but a renewal 


of the late dreadful conflict, at ſome ſeaſon leſs favoura- 


ble to their exertions? What has Ireland to expect, 
but a wide and extended ſcene of horrors, to which ſne 
can ſee no termination; or, if any, a termination more 
frightful than thoſe dreadful a&s which have covered her 


fields with deſolation, and with blood : + 


. Of ſuch a conteſt, too rending to every feeling of the 

heart to be contemplated without emotion, there could 
be no other end than a ſeparation of the two countries, 
or an Union between them; an Union, if Britain ſnould 


generouſly convert the 8 of her victory into a remedy 
for the wounds of her antagoniſt. 


I know that it is a favourite opinion with many well- 
affected Iriſhmen, that ſuch a ſeparation would produce no 


* — 
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ill conſequences to Irelandæ. Among Republicans and 
| Rebels, it is held forth as the only medicine for all her 
calamities. I ſhall examine the notion, ſince if it be 
proved, that, ſo far from being an advantage to that 


country, it is the very worſt calamity which could befal 
her, little doubt can remain, that her connection with 


England ought to be ſecured by an Union of ſome kind; 


and that it had much better follow from negotiation, than 5 


: from force. 


Calculating not leſs upon the conſequences of ſepara 
tion itſelf, than upon the hazard ſhe muſt run, and the 


| ſacrifices ſhe muſt make to obtain it, Ireland could take 


no ſtep ſo fatal to her happineſs. She muſt purchaſe it 


by a long and bloody war with Great Britain, rendered 
more dubious from the defection of a ſtrong domeſtic 


party, and more cruel by the relentleſs animoſity of men, 
' whoſe exiſtence in the country depended upon their 


; ſucceſs. She muſt purchaſe it by an alliance with the 
French Republic, not leſs dreadful in its conſequences 
than the hoſtilities of England. She muſt buy it, more 


_ dearly, by erecting a Republican Conſtitution, and deco- 
rating | the Tree of Liberty with fatal alen. 


"Is Ireland ſuch a victim to a ſtale and obſolete delubo ion, 


that ſhe will receive into her capital, with ſongs and with 
dances, and with choral proceſſions, this pretended 
oftering to the Nonnen of Wiſdom, but real inſtrument 


41 ſhould imagine the very ſcnfible author of this. trac, is here. 
erroneous in point of fad No well. affeched Iriſhman is ever heard ut- 


tering ſuch an opinion in his own country And if it has been expreſſed 
in the ſiſter Kingdom by any pretending to that character, it is impoſſible 


not to ſuſpect that it could only have proceeded from a latent principle of 


| Nacobiniim, concealing itſelf under the maſk of factitious . 
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of plunder and ruin; this fatal machine of fraud, the 
fabric of ſome ſecond Fpeus ? Is ſhe ſo much behind 
the whole world in knowledge, as to continue ignorant 
| | of the uſe which the Republic of France makes of that 
_— dear offspring of her love for liberty and independenee, 
the newly- begotten Republics? Is ſhe ſo little verſed in 
BR ber new political mythology, as not to know that, like 
Chronos old, her tender infant progeny conſtitute her 


moſt favourite diet? Does ſhe wiſh to receive new _ 

Brunes, and Schawenbourgs, and Buonapartes into her 

boſom ? Will ſhe give credit to the deſtroyer of Italy, if 

he ſhould return as the plague of Europe, in his new cha- 

racter of Prophet, and ſwear by the beard of Mahomet 

to protect the religion, the property, and the conſtitu- 1 

tional rights of Ireland? No- no Much as the eager - 
þ _ eredulity of man, to his own ruin, mocks at all calcula- 1 5 
'Þ tion, a country, once connected with England, cannot =] 
1 „F. this convert to the holy rites of ablution and cir-- 1 
1 cumciſion; this new obſerver of the ſolemn feſtival of the 
ll Ramaddan, to be her apoſtle in the rights of men. If 
i fate ſhould render him back ſafe from that pilgrimage 
Il; which he meditates to the tomb of the Meccan Prophet, 

in the true ſpirit of Iſlamiſm, and» the anxious wiſh to 
| deck out his robberies, with the appearance of ſacrilege, 
Wo for the triumphant approbation of his own rulers, rob- 
it | beries rendered ſo much more comely to the eyes of 
4 France, as they are horrible to thoſe upon whom ſhe 
bl. promiſes to beſtow the bleſſings of liberty; ſurely Ire- 
= land would not receive the plighted faith of an impious 
= renegado, whom the untaught People of Arabia have | ? 
ſpurned and deſ piſed. | . 5 t 
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4 Without theſe means Wie could not effect her 
= ſeparation.” With theſe means ſhe puts her all to 
i} the riſk, 1 5 
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But fupgoſs; (and it is no gentle ſuppoſition) that, 


5 all other countries Who have ſought the protection 


of a powerful and unprincipled ally, ſhe might eſcape 
the bitter fruits of ſubjugation ; till, before ſhe pro- 
ceeds on this new adventure, ſhe ſhould ſoberly calcu- © 
late the loſſes ſhe muſt ſuffer from the diſſolution of her 


ancient partnerſhip, the ſtock it would require to ſet 


her up as an independent ſtate. 


The moſt canguine ſpeculator in Triſh proſperity, 


could not aſſume, after ſuch an event, that ſhe would 


retain the friendſhip of Great Britain, or any one of 
the beneficial conſequences of her preſent connection. 
She muſt loſe the market for her linens, her yarn, 


| and her proviſions; the export and import trade to the 35 
Britiſh colonies; the advantage of Britiſh treaties, and 
the participation of her powerful hereditary, 8 eflab- 
3 liſhed alliances | in every er. of the world. Ws 


Beige of is melt <5 e e idk ns 4 cs 
prived of the irreſiſtible protection of the Britiſh navy; 


without friends and ſcarcely known to the Continent, 


ſhe muſt learn to walk alone. Under the cold and ſuſ- 
picious looks of the acknowledged powers of Europe, 


ſhe would have to eſtabliſn alliances to ſupport her 


againſt probable enemies, and to open markets to re- 


ceive the ſurplus produce of her induſtry, and return 


a ſupply for her neceſſary demands. The formation 


of new political connections, between different coun- 
tries, is at all times oppoſed by ſtrong obſtacles, and 


thoſe of a mercantile nature by ſome which are much 


- more ſtubborn. They ariſe by ſlow degrees, and by 
the operation of reciprocal advantage, working with in · 


eeſſant 
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ce ſſant effect againſt national antipathies. But Ireland, 
in addition to the common difficulties incident to all ſuch 
negotiations, would have to ſtruggle againſt thoſe pre- 
judices which attach upon an upſtart ſtate, whoſe con- 
tinuance is precarious, and who ſets an example, in the 


method of her origin, which it is the intereſt of all 
Rn W to diſcountenance. 


"Dialing againſt theſe difficulties abroad, the wack 3 


have to encounter many not leſs formidable at home. 
She muſt eſtabliſh and promote manufactures upon her 
own poor capital; ſhe muſt carry on commerce without 
a ſingle ſloop or frigate to protect it; without growing 
timber or ſtores to build or rig them out; and without 
: een wealth or means to procure them. 


Neither nook the radical obſtacles to dabei 5 


e * from that uncleared ſituation in which ſhe choſe 


to fix her new ſettlement, terminate here. 8 The cal - : 
culation of her difficulties would not be more than 
half worked off by the friends to a ſeparation, although 
they ſhould ſuppoſe that a country like Ireland might 
poſſibly remove ſuch weighty hindrances to national com- 35 
fort and proſperity, and many others not leſs weighty than 
theſe. They muſt further aſſume, in their argument, a 
mean not leſs dubious than thoſe which they are thus 
allowed to paſs over. They muſt aſſert, that theſe im- 
pediments will be removed and overcome by Ireland, 
when exhauſted from the calamities of civil war. Can 
any people, in their ſenſes, conceive that ſome political 
Proſpero, ſhall, by the ſudden ſtroke of his magic wand, 
create ſcenes of univerſal felicity with fairy expedition 
In any county; much more can n they hope that he is to 


per rform 


— 


perform the prodigy in one, from whoſe people all ha- 


bits of induſtry, all patience under general calamity, 


all orderly ſubmiſſion to the laws, are utterly rooted out 
by a conteſt in which every inhabitant would be a ſoldier, 
and every ſoldier would acknowledge no other law than 
his ſword, and no other reliraunt an a force fur 5 ona to 


| his own. 


— 


17 a higb⸗ ſounding oration, flowing from a warm 


imagination, could remove theſe impediments, doubt- 

leſs the matter is already accompliſhed. But fine figures, 2 

rhapſodie rants and expreſſions, which violate the laws 

of language, not leſs than the ideas they convey do 

thoſe of the land, can only ſerve to remove, during 

| the little ſeaſon of deluſion, any real calamities from 
the people's contemplation. After the final and dreadful 


conſummation of their 1 ruin, they will afford neither 


relief nor conſolation to the ſtarving families of the 8 


manufacturer and the peaſant, 


3 where the ren 3 of a country is s ſuf- 
ficiently great to bear the ponderous and maſſy weight 
of imperial pre-eminence, it is, at leaſt, doubtful whe- 
ther ſuch a fabric could be created during the preſent 


order of human affairs. This is not a period for any 


new formed nation to become powerful. The frequency _ 
and ſpeed of commercial and literary intercourſe do not 
permit ſuch an empire to gain its full growth and ftrength 
in ſilence and in quiet. Thoſe luxurious manners, and 


debauched opinions, which are the excreſcence of nation- 


al proſperity, and deftroy the body by which they are 

nouriſhed, uſed formerly to ariſe from the corruption 

of decaying nature alone. But owing to the preſent _ 
* . chan 


> 5 
OE ANG w 2 4 »— So 4 


n , * 
r — - — RN 
22 — — 8 2 dow —— ob: 
— . — oa pgs bag Beneath NN n =? 
——_—_ — — AAo — 


31. 


— — —— 


— 


— — — — 


MY ane — 
— > ds” "as WIL 


— ] . rey 
< 


Ao re er oY PIG Oe X 


— — —— — and — — —— 


* P rr — — —— 


thoſe barriers which nature has raiſed againſt them, in 


the difference of language, and the general diſſociability : 
of various regions to each other. The principles of en- 
ercaſe are ſtunted and withered, by this immature admiſ- 
ſion to a ſtate, which renders the Government luxurious 


and prodigal, and the inhabitants effeminate and in- 
conſtant. N 


5 But if the moral habitudes of Europe were as well 
calculated to raiſe Ireland into a great power, as they 
| ſeem to be the reverſe, her very limited ſtrength muſt 
be kept in a ſtate of relative inſignificance, when com- 


pared with thoſe empires which predominate in Europe. 


Neither the extent of her territory, nor the number of 


her inhabitants, could place her above the degree of a 


third rate power, in the ſcale of nations, ſuch as they 


now exiſt. No higher could ſhe riſe, although her peo- 


ple ſhould prove as induſtrious as the Dutch, and her in- 


dependence be eſtabliſhed at a criſis moſt favourable to 


her proſperity.  Diminutive ſtates, like theſe, have nei- 
ther means nor power to command the tranquillity, or | 
enſure the proſperity of their people. They exiſt ra- 
ther by the ſufferance and Jealouſy of more powerful 
neighbours, Khan by their own 1 inherent vigour, | 


Many 


chain of communication which ſurrounds Europe, they 
no ſpread moſt rapidly by the ſoft contagion of exam- 
ple. It ſuffers no means to exiſt which ſhall give to a 
rifing people that ſevere Sabine code of domeſtic virtues, 
and impreſs upon their minds thoſe thouſand ſalutary 
prejudices, which conftitute the deep and unperceived 
foundations of ſolid national grandeur. The manners 
and the vices of more poliſhed ſtates overflow, by a vio- 
| lent irruption, the country and the people, in deſpite of 


= 


2 0 


Many fach have been ae. and all thoſe which 


have exiſted ſince the time of the emperor Charles V. 


have been favoured and protected by the balance of 


power in Europe. Their deſtruction was the firft conſe- 


quence of its fall. Thoſe rough republican ſtorms, which 
ſhook little more than leafy and deciduous honours from 
| the great monarchies of Europe, have torn the leffer 
ſtates from their foundations, and laid them proſtrate to 


wither and to rot, The United Provinces, Sardinia, 


Modena, Geneva, Venice, Switzerland, and the Ec- 5 


gleſiaſtical States, have been utterly ee 


Tubesy ſ abmitted early and willing] y to her own ruin, 


1n the unfeeling, inſatiable embrace of a French connec- 
tion. Her ſecond Empedocles leaped voluntarily into 
the crater of revolution, which has, in derifton, regorg- 


ed his philoſophic flippers as monuments of his folly. 
Portugal exiſts only by the prote&ion of Great Britain, 
and Naples has found a chance for deliverance i in the 
victory Pede Nile, and her alliance with Auſtria, ba 


The leaſt calamity what hits befallen thoſe — og 
E which have_been thus deſtroyed, (and to any country it is 


of incalculable mifchief,) is the annihiſation of their ; go- : 


vernments, and the maſſacre of their rulers. It is the 
great body of the people, as always muſt be the caſe, 


who have become victims to the national weakneſs of | 


their country. It is they who have been plundered, 

ſlaughtered, and enflaved. It is the unoffending pro- 
prietors of lands, the peaceful inhabitants of towns and 
villages, who have endured all the contumelies, the in- 
ſults, and the havoc, from which victorious and licenti- 

ous barbarity ſceks eee for its dangers and | 
its toils. 


3 What 
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What circumſtances have the republican, viſionaries of 


Ireland diſcovered to exempt her from the common lot 


of inferior ſtates? Had they looked forward to any 
thing but their private intereſts, they would have ſeen 
many attendant on her particular ſtation, which muſt 
tend to accelerate her abſorption i in ſome — 3 5 


none to 3 t 0D 


: Roa. "A ber PREY to annoy this country in 


time of war, Great Britain muſt watch over her encreaſ- 
ing ſtrength, with unceaſing anxiety. The arm which 
is now held forth to ſupport and protect her, muſt, from 


the common law of ſelf-defence, be raiſed from thence- 


forth to oppreſs her. An object of deſire to both 


France and Great Britain, ſhe could protect herſelf from 


| one only, through the dangerous intervention of the 
bother, not leſs inimical to her independence. The inter- 
nal harmony of her people, and her Government would 
be diſturbed by the intrigues and cabals of theſe rival 
powers. The true intereſts of the country v. 21d be ſa- 

_ crificed to foreign bribes or party rancour. The founda- 
tion of two parties is already deeply laid in the Proteſt- 
ant and Catholic intereſts. Upon theſe rooted animoſi- 
ties, the French and Engliſh would build a connection, 
which muſt render the whole country a ſcene of perpetu- 
al contention. The lively, unſuſpecting, iraſcible, and 
waf like temper of the inhabitants, is well calculated to 
encourage this ſpecies of feud; and, if the form of Go- 
vernment were more democratic, it would lay her more 
open to ſuch machinations. France and England would 
ad the ſame ſcenes as they did in Scotland, prior to the 


acceſſion of James I. to the Engliſh throne ; or as they 
did in Brittany, in Flanders, and in Burgundy, during 
the time of our Plantagenets. Every nei ve muſt be 

ſtrained | 


= - 


| flrained by England, to extract ſuch a dengeroüs lor 


from her ſide. © Every exertion muſt be made by France, 
to gain ſuch. an enn acceſſion to her power. 


A ſtate, thus organized and ted 00 not ths 
end that glut of commerce which is to give birth to 
Fuggers, to Hopes, to Peeles, or to Arkwrights. It 
would furniſh few incentives for national glory, and, 
what is of ten thouſand times more importance, few 


means for national happineſs. It might poſſibly linger 


a few years among the ſtates of Europe. But, unable 


to ſupport itſelf, it could teſtify its IN FO m the 
: ſereams of imbecilty and want. 185 


From theſe refleQions, what is the concluſion ? Not 


| merely that the ſcheme of ſeparation teems with no 
| ſelf-evident bleſſing, for which Ireland ought to hazard 


the chance, if not the certainty, of ſubjugation ; the 


flaughter of her people ; the devaſtation of her lands, 
and the probable extirpation of her moſt induſtrious, en- 


lightened, and civilized inhabitants, in order to obtain it. 
This further truth reſults, to which Ireland ought to re- 


: concile herſelf, —that it is radically impoſſible for her to 
exiſt as a ſeparate and independent nation. 


Let not the pride of Ireland be hurt at hearing the re- n 
wark-Ilt is not the fault of her people, but the immut- 
able law of her configuration. Againſt this inconveni- 


ence, if it be one, it is idle to repine 5 becauſe ſhe has 
no means to ſtruggle. The decree of nature, which cir- 
cumſcribed her territory by the ocean, forbade her to 
become both great and independent, although her chil- 


dren ſhould prove ever ſo induſtrious, ſo virtuous, and 


io wile. Inſtead of a vain attempt to counteract what is 


thus 


32 


thus ordained by Providence, let her wifely endeavour to 


become great by the means which are allowed her ; let 
ber unite with this iſland, which, though much more 
powerful than ſhe is, could not, if deprived of her aſ- 


 fiſtanee, prove long able to preſerve that pre-eminence 
among the extenſive empires of the world which ſhe now 


enj 05s. 


To ayoid the miſchiefs of the preſent ſyſtem, and 


avert the ruin of ſeparation, ſome ſcheme of union muſt 


be deviſed, which ſhall concentrate the ſtrength, and 
blend the afle tions and common- -intereſts of the two 


1 countries. 


The dis of other nations affords examples of two 
methods only by which this can be effe ted a 


. Februar, or an INCORPORATE Union. 


The ialadeee of Were unions, ſupplied by 1 5 
are of two kinds. The one preſerves the reſpeQive Go- 
vernments of the combined ſtates, totally diſtin and. 


independent of each other. Little more is ſtipulated by 


the conditions of the union, than the principle, and 
ſometimes the quota, of mutual aſſiſtance. If new dif- 
ficulties or unexpected exigencies ariſe, they muſt be 


referred to the diſcretion of the different Legiſlatures. 


The other form of a federal union endeavours equally 
to preſerve the independence of the coaleſced Govern- 
ments, ſo far as reſpects their internal concerns. Its 


diſtinguiſhed characteriſtie lies in the creation of ſome 
permanent power, with functions to conſult and provide 
for the good of the union, and ſome degree of autho- 
rity to enforce its meaſures throughout every part of the- 
empire. 


empire. The connection of the Swiſs Republics was 
formed on the prineiple of the firſt ſpecies of federal 
union; that of the Germanic body, the Dutch United 
Provinces, and the American States, upon the ſecond. 


This ſecond ſort is ſubje& to all thoſe inconveniencies, 
which the writers upon Government have rightly attribu- 
ted to the exiſtence of two ſupreme authorities in the 
ſame ſlate. It is impoſſible to diſcriminate the bounda- 
ries of political and civil juriſdi&ion by that certain line 
of demarcation which ſhall prevent them from encroach- 
ing upon each other. The evident conſequence of their 


elaſhing muſt be, that, if the internal Government ſhould 


prevail, the union is reduced to the- other federal form. 


Ik the imperial ſhould overcome, it is rendered incor- 
porate. 


It is unneceflary for me to diſcuſs the inconveniencies 
of this ſpecies of union at greater length, becauſe it is 
ſuited only to countries which are under a Republican 
Government, or to a cluſter of ſmall principalities. But 
if it were otherwiſe, the creation of an entire new coun- 
eil or aſſembly to regulate the intereſts of Great Britain 
and Ireland, independent of their Parliaments, would 
neceſſarily prove a more violent alteration of the preſent 
frame and ſyſtem of our Government, and be attended 
with greater inconveniencies than the adoption of an 
eee union could poſſibl y be. 


The other kind of federal: union is little r more than an 
alliance, offenſive and defenſive, between conterminous 
countries. It radical defect 1 is, the want of ſome aſſi- 

milating and coheſive power to endue the whole maſs 
with the qualities of durability and refiſtance. No ever- 


living 


— > Shin es eee. mt 
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living principle circulates from the heart to the extremĩ- 

ties of the empire, impreſſing that conſciouſneſs, of 
identity which rouſes every member to an inſtantaneous | 
and inſtinctive defence of what is endangered. The ge- 
neral intereſt is too indiſtinly ſeen, too languidly felt, 


to excite that vigorous and deciſive unanimity ſo neceſ- 


 fary'to repel any formidable attack. As they commonly 


_ originate in jealouſy, and fear, they are uf ually deſtroyed 


— 


by the ſame © wind changing” paſſions. It is a different 

charge of the ſame electric fluid, which communicates 
he attractive and repulſive energy to the very ſame body. 
Envy, or dread of one member of the union, may 
diſſolve what envy or dread of ſome other country had 8 


e 


Uiftory abounds with e in i this kind 
0 union has ſunk and yielded to rivalry, to intrigue, 

to artifice, to petty animoſity, or to a cold ſenſe of par- 
tial intereſt. But the unhappy fertility of our own times 

does not leave us to extract the leſſon from the records 
of ancient calamities alone. If the habit of a long and 
inviolate alliance; if a recollection of thoſe noble prin- 


 eiples i in which it commenced, and of that heroic anceſ- 


the laſt and greateſt inſtance to the long and bloody cata- 


try by whoſe wiſe prodigality of their blood it was ſe- 
cured; if gratitude for a glorious peace, purchafed by 
no ignoble conceſſion, (a peace long preſerved by a ſenſe 
of their valour, and no leſs by a ſenſe of their modera- 
tion); if the imminent approach of the moſt dreadful, 
danger that ever threatened the leaſt imperfect ſtate of 
ſocial happineſs with deſtruction, could have preſerved 
ſuch a league from falling under the felf- conſuming prin- 


ciple of its nature, Switzerland would not have added 


logue of French eruelty and crimes. 


TT... ³¹—ꝛ Ge 4, 
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But for this defe & in theic Government, thoſe Cinit- 
ing ſcenes would ſtill have remained, in which the hand 
of induſtry maintained a ſucceſsful, but not unforbidden, 
ſtruggle with that of Heaven. But for the vices of the 
Conftitution, much more than the vices of its people, the 


traveller might yet admire the plants of happier ſoils, © 


placed not leſs wonderfully upon her rugged rocks, than 
_ thoſe fiſhy bones and ſhells which he found intermingled 
with the ſtrata of her mountains. But for this unhappy 
principle of union; the moſt ſimple and virtuous of man- 
kind would not have now to lament thoſe monuments of 
laborious ages, torn down and blaſted by a commotion in 
the civil world, not leſs violent than the convulſive throes 
of inanimate nature, which caſt the indurated ſpoils of 
the deep, upon the lofty = of Cenis and of Jaden 


8 The propbetie Me. Burke vradiied the dangers which 
. impended over Berne, ſo far back as the commencement | 
of the French Revolution. But the alarm which arouſed 
a ſtranger in ſympathetic fears for this Patriarchal Go- 
vernment, e eould not awake the Senote nor its confede- 
rates, who touched, and felt, and ſlept beneath its bleſs- 
ings. Though the infant hands and lips of the French 
| Republic were firſt fleſhed in the mangled corpſes of her 
ſoldiers z though the firſt libations made to faithleſs de 
moecratic 'cruelty was with the ſprinklings of her blood, 
the Helvetic confederacy felt unable to coil its feeble 
ſpires into a cautious poſture of defence. Jealouſy of the 
wiſe and good, irreſoltition, diſtracted councils, and the 
worſt of all vices, neutrality in the calamities of others, 
found means to ſet up their reſt, even in thoſe eternal 
fortreſſes built by Heaven itſelf, as the ſafe retreat for in- 
nocence, ſimplicity, and freedom. Not even when rouſed 


by the bayonets of Franee could the oreeping movements 
F 5 of 


36 
of ſuch a milliped Government form any means of re- 
ſiſtance againſt an enemy, who crouched to opportunity 
with the cunning, and ſprang to the attack with the 
quickneſs of a tiger. The melancholy reſult has been, 
that, as the horrid interludes of French cruelty com- 


menced upon the people of Switzerland, the laſt and 
deepeſt tragedy of the 9 bas been ated there. : 


The e of a federal 1 union was s debated, at the 
| commencement of this century, by the commiſſioners. 
| appointed to ſettle that which took place between Eng- 
land and Scotland, and they loſt but little time in con- 

: demning it. This great authority is not merely againſt 
ſuch an Union between Great Britain and Ireland; 


there is the _— trial and failure of an experiment to 
e it. 


- 


"Th" experiment was made in the meaſure uſually 
| ne by the title of the Iriſh Propoſitions. Its obje 
was to arrange the commercial intercourſe of the coun- 
tries for ever, and to obtain from Ireland a ſetttled fund 
of contribution towards the expences of the empire. It 
was in principle a federal Union, and upon terms the 
moſt beneficial to Ireland. Great Britain offered to 
place both kingdoms upon the footing of exact equality . 
in trade, if Ireland would conſent to ſtand fo. To 
give up any privileges which ſhe had, or might reſerve to 
her ſubjects, upon the condition, that the ſiſter kingdom 
would lay ſuch reſtriction upon her merchants, as the 


"Britiſh Parliament might find it e to e 
upon her own. 


85 The propoſed contribution was to ariſe out of a 
fund, the produce of which had been long ſince placed 


at 


it 
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at the diſpoſal of the Crown for ever. It was not a 
ſolid tangible accruing income, but exiſted in poſlibility 


alone. If it ever ſhould ariſe, it muſt ariſe principally 
from, the very advantages of that commercial ſyſtem, 


for which it was propoſed as the equivalent. Its 
amount was to be applied to the moſt popular defence 
of the Britiſh empire; one,—of which the commerce 


of Ireland ſtood not leſs in need than that of England,. — 


the Navy. If the independence of the Iriſh Legiſlature | 


was unteſpected, ſo far as to require it to enact laws pre- 


viouſly paſſed by the head of the empire, an impartial 18 
exerciſe of this power was ſecured i in the condition, that 
theſe proviſions ſhould equally affect her own more im- 5 
1 91 708 intereſts. : 


7 | 


This ſyſtem was 3 ably ai fo fr, as it D 


| went. Its great defect was, that it contained nothing to. 

prevent the harmony of the countries from being dif- 
turbed, and the meaſures of the Executive Government 
thwarted by the contradictory reſolutions and remon- 


ſtrances of independent, and 7 hoſtile, Parliaments. 1 


it was, however, violently oppoſed in this country, 


and finally rejected in Ireland. The principle upon 
| which it was oppoſed, was the ſame in either nation. 
The ground taken here was, that Great Britain, by 
agreeing to a permanent ſyſtem, left herſelf no check 
or controul upon the caprice of the Iriſh Legiſlature. In 
Ireland, that it attacked the national independence, and 
veſted 1 in the Britiſh | Parliament the means of giving an 
© indire&t preference to their native manufaQures. _ 


Theſe arguments et out in 1 roads, but, like 
| the extremities of eaſt and weſt, they meet at the lame 
F 2 point, — 
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point, —the impoMbility of crufting 6 the execution of a 
Wen eee 0, neee to two e Aer Legiſlatures.” 


x3 1 £3 


n in have little effect upon the concluſions ariſing 


bm this remark, whether the objections were well or 
ill-founded. If ill, they 'ſhew the ſtrong. prejudices | 
ariſing from the exiſting ſ ſyſtem of Government, which 
: au %% more eſpeciall y oppoſe any reaſonable arrange- 


If rightly urged, they ſhew the danger of ſuc- - 
91 in executing what is, therefore, moſt fortunately | im- 


praQticable. They unite in proving the impoſſibility e of 
any equal ſettlement between the countries, that ſuppoſes 5 
: the continuance of independent | Parliaments. | N 


 Deferting, therefore, the FTC of a . Union, 


defe&ive in theory, and unreducible to practice, we 
come to the only remaining mode of ſettlement, namely, : 


an n Incory porate. Union between che kingdoms, 


— 


1 am n aware, that ſuch a meaſure, Tet it be ever 8 


10 wiſe and neceſſary, muſt meet with conſiderable refiſt- 
ance. A ſet of men will always exiſt, who, from per- 
 ſonal- pique, or private intereſt, are anxious to idemify . 
themſelves with the Poop of the people. . 


4 * 


Pe ſorry 7 am I to 9 tel a grave and learned : 


body as the Iriſh Bar place themſelves at the head 
of an oppoſition like this. Not leſs ſurprized am I 
to obſerve the names of men of unqueſtionable inte- 
| grity, great talents, and wiſdom (talents and wiſdom ne- 


ver worſe employed, nor leſs diſplayed, than in that de- 


bate), taking an active part in this prejudication of the 
cauſe of both countries. Let them look at the wild reſoluti- 
ons voted at e of Dublin meeting, to ſc how very 


unſe ale 


% . 
{ 
ld 


* 
x -” ; 
: * 
6 - 
o 
- . 


phſaſe and nn it is to call ; in aſſemblies. of 
the people to decide upon meaſures of general policy, 
before they have been propoſed to Parliament ; ; how un- 
wiſe it is to hurry the public opinion, inſtead of permit- 
ting it to grow out of Private and individual diſcuſſion l. 


The members who crowd that reſpectable ſociety are 
valve in their profeſſional cradle, to doubt, to diſcuſs, 
and patiently to ſift and examine the moſt trivial ſubje& | 

of litigation. They did not learn from the practice . 
any office or court, that they ought to put in and ſwear 
to their anſwer before the bill had been filed, or they 

were acquainted with its charges. They ſhould, at leaſt, 
have heard the ſentiments of Parliament, before they 
raiſed the people to over-awe it. But they have con- 
founded the ſeveral manuals of thoſe military and lay 
duties, which they ſuſtain ſo much to their own honour, 

and their country? 8 advantage. It is doubtleſs a good 
| Ruſe de Guerre to pre- occupy the important poſt of 

1 publio opinion; but the gemlemen of the long- robe 
ſhould not have forgotten the not leſs wiſe precept of 

their other calling, that no man can be a judge, or a 
witneſs, who has a dire& intereſt in the event of the 
cauſe. That epcores Ala e ares das; is not leſs a part of 
the duty and of the oath of an Iriſh or SO 4 than 

it was of an Athenian * * 


111 is far from my wiſh to give offence to any man in 
the preſent <p much lefs to a a body of gentle- : 


l * 9 of theſe 8 denies the competency of the Legiſlature ta 
aſſent to an Union. Could any one of the perſons at that meeting have duly | 
conſidered a queſtion which has been ſettled by our Conſtitution the other 
ay, for at leaſt a century ? If theſe Reſolvers are right, the act of ſet- 
ea and the Scotch Union, are acts of uſurpation; and the authority 
of their own odtennial bill, the founcation of all their, derer is . 
derably ſhaken, 9 


| men, | 


men, of whoſe conduct, on every other occafion, it is 


not eaſy to ſpeak too well. But, as they have choſen to 


lead the van of this hoſt of meetings, it is impoffible not 


to point at the ſecret motives which give riſe to ſuch an 


unuſual warmth of oppoſition. -If Iriſh Barriſters had 
been leſs accuſtomed to fit in the Iriſh Houſe of Com- 
mons, their judgment, being more diſintereſted, might L 
appear leſs queſtionable. 35 > 


The übel and ſcheme of any union ſhould be 


judged i in a temper widely different from what has been 
ſhewn at this meeting, and at others which have fol- 
| lowed cloſe upon it. T hoſe who conſider. am object 
Which extends infinitely beyond our petty ſpace of time 
upon the earth, ſhould cautiouſly purge the mind of ſuch 
little anxieties for aggrandiſement as center in ourſelves, 
and muſt terminate with us. We muſt diſencumber and 
lighten the underſtanding of thoſe ſelfiſh paſſions, which 
cannot flutter above the narrow ſpot on which they are 
uſed to grovel, if we would riſe to that degree of eleva- 
tion from whence, as from the true point of perſpective, 
the mind's eye may wander over the entire plan; ſurvey 
its proportions ; Examine its ends; compare its beauty my 
with its uſe ; and contraſt ite durability with both. It i 5 
from ſuch a comprehenſive view that we can alone form 
an eſtimate of its coſt, and its fitneſs to effect what it 


e to n 


Ik, upon this view, the edifice is funk well ſuited, 


by its ſpacious, ſolid, and ſtately grandeur, to the com- 


1 fort and dignity of its maſter, ſhall he refuſe to lay the 


firſt ſtane, becauſe a ſordid ſtye, in which ſome of his 


dependents have loved to nuzzle, muſt come down to 


make way for it? If it is well calculated to hold the 
1 'Y great 


- 


« 


great body of the people, if it contains ample accom» 


modation for thc noble, the merchant, the manufac- 


turer, and the peaſant, are they to live in wretchedneſs, 
and in fear, beneath a tottering roof, becauſe a few fac- 


tious grooms and menials find themſelves lodged, by the 
_ propoſed arrangement, more ſuitable to their real worth, 
than to the ſwelling notions of their ſelf-· importance? 


1 am not ſo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe that all oppoſi- 


tion muſt ariſe from motives of intereſt or of faction. 
. Many perſons both may and have oppoſed every ſtep 


which can be taken from honeſt conviction. It has been 
obſerved by a poet, ſpeaking of his own art, that the 


moſt beautiful effuſion of the human fancy does not 
contain a charm for every mind. If the attempt of a 
maſter to ſtir the ſpontaneous feelings of our nature; to 
rouſe thoſe common ſympathies which inſtinctively ſwell 
within the heart, by which the little and the great a- 
| proximate to each other, and confeſs the relation of 
their kind, cannot ſucceed in every breaſt ; much more 
is it to be expected that meaſures of dry policy, and 
complicated detail, never will obtain unanimous appro- 5 


lation. 


To hs or judge of the plans of a ſtateſman, with 


the wiſdom of a ſtateſman, requires a ſtatiſtical know- 


ledge of the country upon which they are to operate; 
profound views of human nature; a laborious and pa- 
tient compariſon of all that the wiſe and the diſintereſted 
have accompliſhed, and all in which they have failed, to 


aſſuage the evils and augment the happineſs of human 


life, To theſe is better added a commanding ſtation in 
the political field, which few have capacity, and fewer 


 kave opportunity to fill. A meaſure that requires tha 
ranch utmoſt 0 


: ume un of a mind thus framed and ited up. to 


graſp it, cannot be eſtimated by the mere inſtinQive te tem- 
Porary ou of the multitude. | ; 


Theſe 8 are not a nor can they tend to 


diſparage any oppoſition which is ſupported by ſolid rea- 


| ſon. But they may caution the people to doubt, in 
forming a judgment upon the propriety of an union. 

They may teach them to conſide, not in their own 

ſtrength, but, as they ſecurely may, in the wiſdom of 


Parliament. They ſhould teach that Parliament, that 


= popular clamour is very far from an irrefragable reaſon 


for rejecting ſuch meaſures as they app in their honeſt 
: . — | 


} 


Already bes chat Amur become audible in krelanc) 


the country which this meaſure muſt ſerve more eſſenti- © 
ally than Great Britain. But it happens, in national as 
well as private diſputation, that thoſe who are in the 
wrong, endeavour to ſupply their deficiency i in argument 


5 oy noiſy heat and eager voeiferation. 


The fins as roar of difipprobatio yy Fore + in 
Scotland againſt the union with England. Armed ſol- 


diers were neceſſary to preſerve from the fury of the 
populace, that noble Parliament, who facrificed its po- 
litieal exiſtence for the laſting good of its country. The 


experience of owe a century has taught us to eſtimate 
the real patriotiſm of thoſe enlightened men, who had 
the courage to face the temporary reſentments of their 


te countrymen, that they might flouriſh during the exiſtence _ 


of their countryg who calmly endured the reviling and 


= buffering of a partial deluſion, in expectation of the laſt- 


; ing recompence af applauſe, when the fruits of their 
laboys ſhould appear ” the pony 1 5 


Of 
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Of the numberleſs predictions of ruin to England and 
Scotland, uttered at that time by the diſcontented on both. 
ſides of the Tweed, not one has been verified. The na- 
tional pride of Scotland, not leſs great than that of Ire- 
land, was rouſed to reſiſt the meaſure; and every arti- 
fice was employed ſucceſsfully to inflame the common 
opinion even to madneſs. If clamour had then prevail=. 
ed, time and the flouriſhing ſtate of the country could. 
not have proved the ill-judging weakneſs of thoſe who 
voeiferated their oppoſition both within and without the, : 

Parliament Houſe. 5 


Now there i is no man, who confiders the univerſal and 
conſequent improvement of that country; her internal 
tranquillity ; her encreaſing population; her numerous 
manufactures; her agricultural pre-eminence ;z the enor- 
mous price of her lands; and, above all, the utter ex- 
tinction of that national ſpirit of antipathy which had 
kept the kingdoms at variance from immemorial time, 
but muſt allow the junction of the two kingdoms to 
have been the ableſt and wiſeſt meaſure of that illuſtrious 


period ir in which it took place k. = 


* Circumſtances, for a time, prevented the full operation of the bene- 
fits of the Union in Scotland, which cannot exiſt in Ireland. It was an 
hindrance of no ſmall moment, that juſtice was then (and is till) a dmi- 
niſtered in Scotland in a manner, and under a code of laws, totally diffe- 
rent from what takes place in England. Inconveniencies have ariſen to Scots 
land from this circymſtance ; but the advantages of the Union have pre · | 
ponderated in a proportion which makes theſe inconveniencies be forgotten. 
They yet, however, continue to operate. Independent of their effect 
upon her Juriſprudence, they tend to withhold much of that aſſiſtance 
whieh the capital of England might otherwiſe afford. Individuals'i in Eng- 
land, to this day, are not fond. of truſting their propefty i in a country, to oy 
the laws of which they are nN as the r of it appears on + 
that account, more uncerjain, TY * | | 


Scotland, too, at thet time of the Union, caries? on a trade with France, 9 


which her adoption of the Engliſh commercial regulations neceſſarily 
Re obliged 


— So ah —_ 
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We have not only this example in favour of an Incor- 


porate Union, but we have the opinion of the Iriſh Privy 


Council, given in 1676, and the declarations of the 


Triſh Houſe of Peers, twice ſolemnly declared ; in 1703, 
as the reſolution of a committee appointed to conſider 
the ſlate of the nation; in 170g, in an addreſs to the 

Lord Lieutenant, requeſting. his good offices with the 
Queen to effect it: Declarations wrung from them by : 
the ſituation of their country, not made at the ſuggeſtion, 

or to gratify the inclination, of any Miniſter. Tf undue 

influence could exiſt in that Houſe, it was not employed 

to call forth theſe ſentiments. The grave and wiſe pro- 

a poſal was fcandalouſly overlooked by Miniſtry, in a 
wicked wiſh to keep Ireland in the Fgrading ou of a 

: Provincial Government. 85 


The neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure, for the commercial 


aggrandiſement of both countries, has been urged by 
every writer on national economy, from Sir Matthew 
Decker, down to Dr. Adam Smith. It has been openly 


recommended by many able writers and ſtateſmen, at 
different periods, and of various political attachments : 


| By Dr. Campbell; by the Dean of Glouceſter ; ; by Lord 


Egmont; Lord Hillborough ; Lord Sackyille 3 and Lord 
North. 


5 obliged her to relinquiſh. Two Rebellions erent raged in | her boſom, ; 
which deſtroyed her growing zdvancement, and protraQted the period of 
ber profiting i in all their extent from the conſequences of the Union, 


No ſuch cauſes exiſt, or may be expeied to ariſe and obſtrug the advan 


tages which an Union preſents to Ireland. The benefits which Scotland has 


derived from that with England, notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, point 


out to the Iriſh, with irreſiſtible force, the propriety of their acquieſcence 


in the meaſure, Her wealth, compared with that of England, at the 


| time of the Union, was as 1 to 30. It has been recently eſtimated by 


dr. a in his n upon the lacome Bil, a5 1 tos, 
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Tue ſterling weight of theſe ſeveral opinions, whether 


written or ſpoken, received no alloy from the ſuſpicious 
motives of private intereſt, They were not called for 
to gratify the zeal, or to fulfil the ſchemes of a party. 
| They ſtand exempt even from that poſſible prejudice 
which ſprings from inclinations and paſſions ce 
rouſed by the actual agitation of the meaſure, 


Supported by ſuch a number of « opinions, ali y form- 


ed upon deliberate and impartial conſi derations, by men 


well qualified to diſcuſs the intereſts of the two countries, 
we may, at leaſt, venture to queſtion the wiſdom of the 5 
reſolutions of the Iriſh bar, and of the Dublin corpora- 


tions. Even though a ſet of merchants and bankers, 


who dread a change in their reſidence from Dublin to 
Cork, ſhould declare again the Union, we may dare to 
call the attention of both nations to its ſpecific advan- 


tages. We may endeavour, without much preſumption, 


to obviate ſuch e pe as are moſt 1 and ra- 


. urged againſt it it. 


ths is unneceſſary t to argue, that an en tion 
is free from all thoſe evils which ariſe out of the preſent 
arrangement, or which might poſſibly occur, if it were 
by its conſlitution federal. Reducing the two countries 
into one civil ſlate, it neceſſarily deſtroys thofe miſchiefs _ 


which originate from the exiſtence & independent Le- 
giſlatures i in the ſame empire. Its inſtantaneous effect is 


to remove the preſent vices of the imperial gover ament; 
and the only queſtion which can remain, is, to enquire 
whether it be practicable, or whether it would produce, 
to either kingdom, evils not leſs ſerious in their eonſe- 


quences than thoſe it is deſigned to correct. 
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It is favoured by a fortunate coincidence of events, 
which no ſtateſman can make, but which when made, it 
would be highly criminal not to turn to advantage. 
Identity of conſtitution, convenience of extent, proxi- 
mity of ſituation, conſpire to facilitate the conjunAion, 


' Thoſe leſſer diſtinctions which divide mankind into tribes | 


and claſſes, by prejudices too ſtrong for the ſocial princi- 

ple to overcome immediately, have no exiſtence here, 

The language of the people is the fame, their manners 
are the ſame,—their laws are the ſame. Moſt of the 
_ Proteſtant families are of Engliſh origin. The ancient 

connection with the ſtock has been renewed by! innume- 

Table alliances. At no period have intermarriages taken 
place ſo frequently as at preſent, Thus domeſtic habits | 
of life tend to form us into one people. The prejudices 
which ſeparate us, ariſe altogether from the difunion of 
our Leguatures. 


From the ſame fortunate coincidence does it happen, 
that this Union will be followed with innumerable advan- 
tages to Ireland, while it calls for no ſacrifices from 

Great Britain. The latter is ſuperior in wealth, in arts, 
in the adminiſtration of her laws, in the excluſive poſ- 

ſeſſion of colonies, in general trade, and in her politi- 

cal connections in Europe. It is revolting to common 
ſenſe, not to ſuppoſe, that Ireland muſt gain by a more 


intimate eonneAion with, and a participation of, all the |} 


advantages enjoyed by a 9 ſo much her ſuperior, 


What is there, in theſe reſpects, that Great Britain 
could gain from her? All that Ireland now draws from 
theſe ſources of wealth and happineſs, ſhe owes to the 
indulgence of this, her ſiſter kingdom. What recom- 
pence can ſhe make for them, but a faithful adherence 
to her intereſts ? But the ſtep is not demanded of her 

upon 
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upon the equitable ground that it 1s a fair price for that 


protection which ſhe now enjoys. It is demonſtrable, 
that ſhe muſt gain incalculably by it, both in manufac- 


tures and in commerce. 


In the examination which took place before the Houſe 
of Peers, when the Iriſh Propoſitions were agitated, ſe- 
veral of the moſt eminent manufacturers in our moſt lu- 
 crative branches of manufacture, gave it as their opinion, 
upon oath, that much of the capital and trade of this 
country would emigrate to Ireland, if all commercial 
diſtinction ſhould be aboliſhed. I am far from flattering 
that country with the hope, that this would follow to 
ſuch an extent as was predicted by the jealous fears of a 
monopolizing ſpirit. But the opinions of perſons highly 
| killed in the habits and manners, and ſpeculations of 
their particular trades, muſt reſt upon ſome foundation. 


They know that it is for the intereſt of all manufaQurers, 


to chooſe that ſtate in which the raw material can be 
worked up with the greateſt advantage; they know, 
alſo, that depots of goods are formed in ſituations beſt 
adapted for general trade. And as far as Ireland en- 
Joys peculiar advantages in theſe reſpeQs, their opinion 


was well founded. 


If it were to take place in a very ſmall degree, that 
would ſet the ſalient principle of induſtry upon the in- 


creaſe. The eſtabliſhment of a few manufaQtures would 
conſtitute a ſufficient leaven to ſet the rude maſs of Iriſh 
labour upon the ferment. The jealouſy of rival intereſts 
being removed, they would prove ſufficient to commu- 
nicate their ſkill, and implant a generous ſpirit of emu- 


lation in the Iriſh artizans. By ſuch means, Ireland 


would be gradually inſtructed in that which is of much 


more difficult aequirement than adroitneſs in any me- 


chanio 
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chanic art. She would learn, from example, the frugal 
habits, and the regular, orderly, and ſober demeanour of 


a manufacturing people. „ 


| She would advance towards commercial pre- eminence 
by much more rapid ſtrides than in manufactures. Her 
noble, ſafe, and capacious ports and harbours; the faci- 
| lity of inter nal communication, by means of her ſpacious 
lakes and navigable rivers; her admirable poſttion, hold- 
7 ing, as it were, a middle ſtation, and connecting the an- 
cient and newly diſcovered worlds, point her out as de- 
| ſigned by: Nature to become a commercial country - 


But to what extraordinary betieficial uſe has ſhe hi- 
therto turned this her extraordinary local capability? 
Has ſhe derived the moſt that could be derived from it; 
even ſince the boaſted period of 1782 It is the faſhion- 

able language in Ireland to refer all her enereaſing pro- 
ſperity to that epoch in her annals. Unleſs that proſpe- 

Tity is founded in the increaſe of commerce, where can 

tit be ſaid to exiſt? Not in the bitter conſequences of Re- 
bellion. If ſhe compare any enereaſe which may have 

- taken place in her country, ſince that time, with that | 

which has occurred in this, notwithſtanding the enormous : 
preſſure of taxes, and that we are ſhut out from one half 


of the world, by the rude hands of war, of what is it 
that ſhe has to boaſt? Let her farther examine into its 


ſources, from the entries of exports and imports, and 
| ſhe will find, that while her calamities have indiſputably 
_ ariſen from her conftitution, her encreaſing proſperity is 
the reſult of the augmented commerce of this country, 
communicating ſome of its advantages to her through 


the medium of their connection. 5 


The real ſource of wonder is, not that the relative 


: 5 of Ireland has enereaſed, but that it has en- 


er eaſed 


th 
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creaſed fo very little during that period on which the 


prides herſelf ſo much. The real cauſe is, that the com- 
mercial intercourſe of the kingdoms is wholly confined. 
The Britiſh merchant cannot chooſe that country as the 
depot of his trade, however well ſituated for the purpoſe, 


in other re ſpects, becauſe it would, in many inſtances, 
deprive him of the chance of the home market. Ow- 
ing to this circumſtance England has lent a more ſparing | 
hand to her aſſiſtance than ſhe otherwiſe would have 
done. The redundancy of Engliſh capital found a rea- 
dier way to Offend, to Hamburgh, and to other parts of 
the world, than to the ſiſter kingdom, becaufe it could 
be more eaſily turned there, and returned from thence. 


— 


But when that jealous ſpirit, which is founded upon 


a remote chance of mercantile competition, is once re- 
moved; when the countries are accuſtomed to think and 
feel themſelyes one; to find no diſtinction between the 
ports of Liverpool and Hull, and thoſe of Cork and 
Belfaſt; it is then, and not till then, that Ireland will 


enjoy the full benefits of her ſituation, and feel the un- 


bounded influence of the capital, the commerce, and the 
naval victories of Great Britain. It is by theſe means 


that ſhe will taſte the entire advantages of a trade, which 
bankrupt France, conſuming her own capital, and de- 


ſtroying that of her neighbours, never can create, and 
never would communicate if ſhe could. 


The advantages of this increafe of wealth neither 


would nor could be confined to thoſe who directly re- 
ceived it. Every rank and order of the ſtate would 


ſhare, in their due portion, that addition of vital vigour 
at firſt infuſed into one. The peaſant, the mechanic, 


the landholder, and the upper claſſes of the community, 
would feel its properties oourſe through their veins 
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from that inſenſible proceſs of economical circulation in- 
cident to all well organized Governments. The labour- 
er would be better paid; the price of lands would riſe; 
the produce of induſtry would be laid out in the purchaſe 
of ſmall eſtates. The commercial intereſt would gain a 
ſtronger hold of the country, and become more united : 


= with the landed. 


Thefs beneficial conſequences would remove a capital 


defect in the civil ſtate of Ireland. A middle and an in- 


: dependent claſs of people would be raiſed, ſcarcely known 


to the country at preſent ; ſuch a middle race as conſti- 


tute the great ſtrength of England, riſing ſuperior to the 


loweſt orders of the community, without abſurdly aſpir- 
285 to une Shot who are above them, 


4 Union will not 12590 produce theſe effects upon 
the general proſperity of Ireland. It is the only means ta 
put her people upon a level with each other, and remove 
the ſources of their preſent diſcontent. As things are 


now conſtituted, the whole powers of Government are 


veſted in the Proteſtants. The Roman Catholics are ex- 


cluded from a ſeat in Parliament, and from the moſt 
high and important offices of ſtate. Whether the incon- 
veniences which practically reſult to that fe, from theſe 


reſtrictions, can be very grievous in their preſent fitua- _ 


tion, is a queſtion which we have no right to reſolve. It 
is for them to ſay whether they feel impatient under a 


ſtate of incapacity, which may be i injurious to ſome, and 


is certainly 8 Sag to all. 


The only queſtion for the Legiſlature is, whether theſe 


reſtraints, being complained of, can be taken off with 
ſafety to the ſtate? Evident danger to the community 


will Juſtify reſtriions of national or civil liberty, much 
„ * 
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greater than thoſe under which the ebenen now labour. 
But if the impending calamity can be avoided by leſs 


violent means, it is wanton tyranny to ſtrip men of 


rights to which "ey are not leſs born than we are. 


The entry of the "Roman Catholics into the entire 


franchiſes of a Britiſh ſubje& might follow | as a direct 


conſequence of the Union. As the aggregate number of 
Proteſtants in the two countries, greatly exceed that of 
| Catholics, no danger could enſue from their admiſ- 
ſion into the Legiſlature. The neceſſary preponderance | 
of the Proteſtant intereſt, in both Houſes of Parliament, 
would ſecure the united churches from . and the 


: een poſſeſſion of property in Iceland. 


It i is the apprehenſion of danger to theſe two , objefls 


which alone affords any good reaſon for not removing 
the few diſqualifications that remain. Conſidering. the. 
Z kingdom as an independent ſtate, the Proteſtants, Who 
are the minority of the country, have no right to impoſe 
them upon the Catholies. Conſidering it as a portion of 


: the empire, England has no right to found her ſecurity 


upon reſtraints, when ſhe might provide for it more ef. 


FeRually by the mild means of an Union. 


The Proteſlunts dare not voluntarily remove theſe 
diſabilities from the Catholics, leſt the preponderance of 
their numbers and their gradually encreafing wealth, 


ſhould deſtroy their preſent aſcendancy. . Without the 
aſſiſtance of Great Britain, they would be unable to keep 
back the moſt inſignificant privilege even at this mo- 


ment. They originally owed their ſuperiority to her 


powerful interference, and it is that alone which enables 


them to retain it. With what ſhew or colour of juſtice 


can they call upon her to maintain a ſyſtem hoſtile to 


— + 9 wee nn, - _ 
8 , _ 
— — 


the happineſs of the majority of the country, if it is the 5 
Jealouſy of the Proteſtants which prevents a removal of 


the ſources of danger, and the cauſes of diſcontent | * 


If the Pr oteſtants wiſh to form a true eſtimate of their = 
ſituation, they muſt look well at the conſequences of | 


what they have already done. They have already grant- 


ed to the Catholics the means of gradually deſtroying EY 


their predominance, both in the ſtate and the church. 


They only keep back poſſeſſion for a ſhort ſpace, which 
can anſwer no other end than to fill the country with 5 
political ſtruggles and partial rebellions. They laid : 
the foundation of theſe ſtruggles when they reſtored the 
_ Catholics to their rank in ſociety, and rendered them 
capable of acquiring real property. Let them not con- 
ceive it poſſible to ſtop where they now attempt to make 


a ſtand, The mere reſtraint of a law, when the opinion 
| of ſoeiety i is againſt it, is that of a flaxen withe; ; eaſy to 
be burſt by l or to be conſumed by fire. 0D 


There f is no phyſical rule of nature more unerring, : 
than that the power of a ſlate muſt reſt in thoſe who 


have the ſuperiority in numbers and in wealth. Their 


influence may be deſtroyed, for a time, by ſome violent 
and temporary convulſion; but the genuine ſtrength of 
Government gradually ſubſides and fixes there again, 


As the bulk of property in Ireland muſt paſs to the ma- 
Jority by degrees, now that they are capable « of taking it, 


the only internal and peaceable ſupport of the Proteſtant 


intereſt | Is already deſtroyed. 


Unleſs they ſhall voluntarily reſign what their weak- 
neſs will ultimately prevent them from keeping, what 
reſult can follow, but a ſecond civil war! ? That the Ca- 
tholics 


+ 
tholics will not decline the ſtruggle, is maniſeſt from the 
preſent rebellion, which is almoſt entirely Catholic &. 


Upon ſoch an event. it is not eaſy to aſcertain what 
ought to be the conduct of Great Britain, either in po- 
licy or juſtice. If the Proteſtants ſhould decline to con- 
ſolidate the empire by means which would preſerve the 
exiſting church eſtabliſhment, and reſtore all political 


| franchiſes to the Catholics, would ſhe not ſtand excuſed 

in taking part with the latter? To do otherwiſe would 
be to throw that party, which is becoming ſtrongeſt, - 
Into the arms of France, where it has already attempt- 


cd to take refuge. ; 


Ik he ſhould interfere on tete of the Proteſtants, and 


prove triumphant, the ſame queſtion recurs as upon a 


ſuppoſition that ſhe had to contend with the whole king · 


dom. What could follow, but the adoption of that 
Union, which may be accompliſhed now, without ha- 


zard, and in peace? But if the Catholics and France 


ſhould prevail, it is not merely their influence in tbe Go- 
vernment, or the eſtabliſhment of their church, that 


would be deſtroy ed. Much of their private property 
was torn from the Catholics in their unſucceſsful ſtrug- 
gles. It is notorious that many families ſtill retain their 
hereditary claims, and eſtates would be reftored by the 
fame means with which they were taken away. 


Modern 5 wer noae of thoſe Joukts which : 


Aratus of Sicyon felt between the rights of the legal pur- 


chaſer and thoſe of the laſt lawful poſſeſſor. All that 


* I would not be underſtood to mean that the Catholics were of them 


ſelves the inſtigators of the late rebellion. It was a ſet of flagitious men, 


who made common cauſe with the crimes of France, and faſtened upon 


the diſtempers of the country to its own undoing—But this very cItcnmn 
fance makes the argument inhnitgly ſtronger. 


3 they 
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they conſider is, the point of intereſt, and ſometimes; 
perbaps, that of enemy or friend. Let not the Pro- 
teſtants flatter themſelves that this could not take place 

| becauſe reaſon and juſtice are on their fide. Property 
more extenſive than the utmoſt limits of the whole 
: iſland, has been taken from its owners in France, upon 
| grounds 15 plauſible than this. 


85 All tbe RT to be apprebendsd "OR the preſcnt dif. | 
Contents, under the exiſting eſtabliſhment, are removed 
by an Laion. a It is deſirable to the Catholic, as it 
would reſtore him to his full political capacity, It might 


_ appeaſe the minifters of his religion, who have done inf: 


nite miſchief during the rebellion, from converting their 
precarious chance of advantage from the downfal of the 
| Iriſh church, into ſome prefent aſcertained and mode- 
rate proviſion. England would no longer continue the 
inſtrument of injuſtice, or irritate the majority of the 
Irifh nation. But if theſe things had been unworthy of 
our care, the meaſure is indiſpenſable as a protection 8 
the Iriſh Proteſtants. They have reduced it to a matter 
of abſolute neceſſity. It is their only guard againſt” the | 
inevitable conſequences of their paſt conceſſions. It is 
the only means of preſerving thoſe reaſonable rights, of 
which they have incautiouſly ſapped the foundation by | 
former grants. It is the ſole reſource left them. Nei- 
ther law nor force, which is the ſan&ion of law, can 
| preferve them long in their preſent ſituation. They 
muſt deſtroy that argument in favour of any alteration 
in the eſtabliſhment, which ariſes from the majority of 
Iriſhmen being of a different religious perſuaſion. They 
muſt cruſh the hopes which ſpring up thickly from the 
ſame ſource. By an Union, the majority of the empire 
will be Proteſtants, ard they have the right and the es 
er to fix the national * 


Although 
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Although the benefits to be derived kon this weafure 


are ſo evident, and the evils to be prevented ſo manifold, 


yet [ will not deny that it might give birth.to ſuch enor- 
mous miſchiefs as would render it wiſe and manly in 


Ireland to reſiſt i its adoption. 


Leet us examirie thoſe objeQiotis which have been, . 
are moſt likely to be, ur ged againſt its. and ſee whether = 


they are of ſuch a nature. . N 


Theſe are, 1. That i it would deſtroy the very name of : 


Ireland as A nation, 2. It would annihilate her Go- 


vernment and her independence. 3. It would greatly 
encreaſe the preponderance of Engliſh influence: every 
place, worth having, would be conferred on Engliſhmen; 
the retainers of miniſters, peers, or perſons otherwiſe of 
great Engliſh intereſt. 4. The number of abſentees _ 
- would be greatly augmented. 5. Dublin, the capital 
and preſent ſeat of the Legiſlature, would be reduced 
to the ſtate of an inconſiderable village. 6. It would 
bring that country into partnerſhip as to the debts; as 
well as the proſperity of England, and her t tazes would 


be encreaſed to an enormous extent. 


Theſe etjeftions are + to: be diſcuſſed only ſo far as they 
apply to the general principle of an incorporate Union. 
Some ®nſequences which might ariſe under the heads of 


taxation and Government, would certainly impoſe heavy 


7 grievances upon Ireland. But ſo far as it is poſſible to 


remove them, by modifications in the plan itſelf, I am 


entitled to affume, that they will be removed. Until 


that plan ſhall appear, it would be idle to combat poſ- 
ſible miſchiefs, or to reply to any objections, but ſuch 

muſt be applicable to the moſt fair and equitable 
one which can be deviſed, 
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Upon this principle come to conſider, Get, That to 
take away the name of Ireland, as a kingdom, is to in- 
jure every feeling dear to the patriot breaſt ; ; to diſlipate 
that train of ideas and aſſociated i images, which conſole, 


animate, and inſpire a country under noble ſufferings, 
and to virtuous deeds. | | 


If this warm 5 prejudice does alle ext it 1s too lau- . 
dable and ſacred to be attacked with ridicule. It would i 
be 1 in vain to o exclaim with the TOs... 


| What's i in a name? that which we call a roſe; 
By any other x name would ſmell as ſweet, 


Not leſs 3 might any wa prove to thoſe 
who are really raviſhed with the whiſtling of a name,” 
to ſhew how much the loſs would be counterpoiſed in 
the acceſſion of ſubſtantial advantage. Tt is to be hoped, 
however, that IP do not foar above a plain ſtatement 
of the fact. 5 5 


It is not as 1 1% known, whether the vnited empire 
will be diſtinguiſned by a name different from that of 
aſther kingdom, or whether it will take that of Great 
Hritain. The former happened at the Union with Scot- 
land, and if it ſhould take place now, the attendant 
misfortune, or diſgrace, if it be one, would be at leaſt 
common to both countries. Neither the courage, nor 
the national pride of England, or of Scotland, have ſuf- 
fered any diminution from being thus comprized under 
one appellation. Though the united empire ſhould 
aſſume the name of Great Britain, it could not affe& 
' thoſe honeſt prejudices which the Iriſhman muſt cheriſh, 
in common with mankind, for the glory and diſtinCtion 
of his country. . | 


fn 
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In all adds of empire, in all tranſaQions with foreign 

ſovereignties, no other name is uſed at preſent, although 
they bind the intereſts of Ireland. All embaſſies ſent; 
all negociations entered 1 upon; all treaties concluded, are 
in the name of the King of Great Britain; and no 

mention is made of Ireland, but in the prefatory enu- 

meration of the royal titles. She is ſcarcely known to 


the Continent during the progreſs of our arms, and the 
influence of our viQories, 
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10 theſe reſpects Ireland muſt receive benefit, as the 
would gain ſome right and intereſt in that name under 
which ſhe is either virtually included at preſent, or elſe the 

— bound as a part of the empire, without being named 
at all. In every thing which concerned the individual 
| feeling, or internal intereſts of the country, ſhe would 
ſtill retain, and might ſtill boaſt of her name, as Scotland 
has done. The victory of Lord Duncan does not throw 
leſs luſtre upon his countrymen, becauſe they participate 
in thoſe of an Howe, a St. Vincent, and a Nelſon. + 
Thus, in fact, it would not curtail, it would reſtore the 
Iriſhman to bis full ſhare of the honours and triumphs of 5 

the empire. He would be no longer, like the Dwarf in 
the Fable, a companion in the dangers, but not in the 
glory of his gigantic companion. 


To turn from this objection to one of more impor- 1 
5 ; 1 
tance. N ä | 


2. That! it would annihilate the Government, and he 1 oo 
independence of Iceland, „ I 


Any feaſible plan of an Union muſt allow ſuch a num- {1 

ber of Repreſentatives in both Houſes, as ſhould fully e 

expreſs the voice and ſentiments of her people, in pro- 
portion 
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portion to their intereſt in the meaſures of the empire, 
That intereſt can only be aſcertained by a comparative 
eſtimate of her extent of territory, her population, and 
perhaps her wealth, with reſpec to thoſe. of Nest 
| Britain, 5 


| *IFrhis-baki be not offered, it would be wrong in Ireland 5 
to accede to the Union. I would not ſacrifice a ſingle 
atom of the civil or political liberties of her people. But 
it is for theſe alone that it is her intereſt to ſtcuggle. Let 
her not -confound her inalienable rights, x with any vague 
idea of national independence. 


5 Wan Union ſhould be propoſed upon unequal terms, 
her objection would then be to the particular plan, an 1 
not to the principle. 


If the N ſ yſtem be Hunded' upon a . princi- 
ple of equal reciprocity, how can the freedom or inde- 


k pendence of Ire land be med: ? 


| -Whinthe dom to debate the meaſure, the real point 
for her conſideration Will not be whether ſhe is to have 
a ſew members, more or leſs, in her Legiſlature, but 
whether it is ſo harmoniouſly conſtituted as to guard her 
liberties, and provide for her genuine intereſts. If this 
be effected, the whole end and object of all Govern- 

ment is attained. Neither the Legiſlature nor the inde- 
pendence of Ireland is loſt. The former is only trans- 
ferred to a wider ſphere, by which the latter muſt be 
more cffeQually ſecured. 


It would be-indecent to compare the Conſtitutions of 
the Britiſh and Iriſh Parliaments, or to contraſt their 


conduct at any particular ſeaſon. But this may be ſafely 
advanced; 


advanced 3 that the only ground upon which Ireland can 
heſitate. to commit herſelf to the guardianſhip of an 


united Legiſlature i is, that, as the Members repreſenting 0 


Great Britain muſt exceed thoſe repreſenting Ireland in 


number, the majority would ſacrifice her inte reſts to. 
thoſe of their own conſtituents, The objection i is built 


upon the ſuppoſition, that a narrow principle of rivalſhip 
and vulgar jealouſy muſt continue to exiſt between the 


countries, aſter an Union ſhall have taken place. But 
the very foundation of this argument fails, as it aſſumes 


a Principle which | is wholly untrue. _ 


— 


The concurrent experience of: all Unions, though 


formed under. circumſtances much leſs auſpicious to una- 
nimity than the preſent, nas ſhewn that this ſpirit ariſes 
from the independence of diſtinct Governments, and 


| ſubſides with it. From the exiſtence of that which took 


place between Rome and her Italian allies, after the 0 
Marſic war, down to the period of our own with Scot- 


land, if the conditions of Union have been nearly equal, 


the feelings of national antipathy have uniformly ſunk be 


fore the ſenſe of a common intereſt. They have ſub- 


-fided between the provinces of Leon, of Murcia, of Ar- 


ragon, of Caſtile, and of the other independent ſtates 


which oonſtitute the” kingdom of Spain. They have | 


ſubſided in Dauphiny, in Brittany, in Guienne, in Nor- 


mandy, in Burgundy, and the moſt recent acquiſitions 
of French Flanders, which w were attached to the monar- 
chy of France. It would. be ſuperfluous fo point at the 


exams. of « our own | beptarehy, ang. that of Wales. 


10. all theſe 1 of . TAY and in 


many more, Whether formed by accident; by neceſſity, 


by circumvention, or by force, the conſequence bas 


been the ſame. That, oY Koe PR: Tubes | the 
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fears of man, by means of his very fears, thus unit! ng 


families into one nation; operates with no leſs forcible 
power in combining nations into one empire; it infuſes 
into their minds ſuch congenial fympathies as ariſe from 


a common intereſt, and turns their antipathies againſt : 
. the remainder of mankind. 


TOES | 


© The miſchiefs of this principle would thus ceaſe alto- 
1 in a period, which muſt appear but a moment of 
time, when contraſted with the duration of the empire. 


Neither could its influence, during the ſhort ſpace in 
which it might be ſuppoſed to exiſt among thoſe ' who 
have already received impreſſions from ſeeing the king- 


doms diſunited affect the meaſures of the united Parlia- 
ments. The higher orders of this country, who would 


compoſe that body, are above the prejudice. It is th 
duty and the intereſt of the Crown, and of its ſervants, 
to conſult the proſperity of the whole empirr. Even 
ſuppoſing them to forget every conſideration which 
dodugght to weigh with upright ſtateſmen, they would not 


venture to attempt any act of partial injuſtice, leſt they 


mould irritate Ireland, while, from the recency of the 


Union, her jealouſy of Britiſh preponderarice in their 
common Legiſlature would be more eager upon the 


watch. They would not dare to oppoſe, or to carry any 
| meaſure which ſhould. materially affect her intereſts, in 
oppoſition to the opinion of her Repreſentatives. 


/ 


The intereſts of 1 would be da againſt 


"the poſſible encroachment of an unjuſkehajority, 7s BS 
more effeQually by the ſituation of the countries. It is 


_ morally impoſſible that regulations which extend to both, 
| ſhould not produce on both the like reſults. Their | inte- 


reſts, their babits, their purſuits, are ſo ſimilar, that 1 5 
no meaſure *. injure the * of. Ireland without 
N affecting 


affecting thoſe of Great Britain - in a | much greater 
8 5 


— 


It a fair ſeheme of Union may contain every proviſion 


For. the freedom, the proſperity, and equal government of 
Ireland, to a more liberal extent than ſhe can enjoy 
them under the. preſent ſyſtem, where i 15 the real ſenſe 
and meaning of this objeQtion? Are her people tiekled 
with the empty conſequence annexed to the ſituation of 


living in a ſeparate kingdom, and under a diſtin Go- 


vernment? If they really conceive this vain notion to be 
of more importance to their happineſs than the ſolid ſub- 
Nance of greatneſs, they ought ia juſtice to aſſume the 


burthens along with the dignity of a ſovereign power. 


' Thoſe merchants and bankers who reſolve for the Legiſ- 
lative independence of Ireland, ſhould. have ſupplied her 
Government with the ſums which her neceſſary wants 
compelled her to borrow in the laſt year, and ſhould ad- 
vance thoſe which they will likewiſe compel ber to bor: 
row in the enſuing ſeſſion. A people, thus proud of the 
independence of their Government, ſhould not conde- 
ſcend to have ſupplies furniſhed from the opulence of 
Britiſn merchants, and their payment ſecured by the 
faith of a Britiſh Parliament. Thoſe lawyers and alder- 


men, and freeholders who reſolve ſo ſtrongly in favour of 


this independence, ſhould be able to protect their Go- 


vernment from annihilation by the attacks of its rebelli- 


ous ſubjects. A people, fo proud of the independenee 
of their Goverr:ment, ſhould not be indebted for its ex=- 
iſtence to 40,000 Britiſh troops, armed and paid by 


* 


Great 220 lig 


Do 1 n theſe things to infult and diſcredit Ire- 
land? Far—very far from it. The conduct of thoſe 


moſt reſpe &able bodies of merchants and lawyers; in the 


£ 


r late 
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late unhappy conteſt, has 11880950 any panegyrie. it 
feeble praiſe could add to that pleaſure which ariſes from 


the gratitude of their country, and from the noble con- 


ſciouſneſs that their exertions have contributed to its de- 
liverance, mine ſhould' be laviſhly beſtowed. ! would 


pay it to their loyalty; to their fortitude ; to their- va- 


lour; to their alacrity; to their unſnaken conſtancy; 


to hes indefatigable endurance of fatigues, little con- 


genial to the ſoft habits of their former life. 


{ 


Neither i is this reference. to the inferiority | of Ireland 
made from any little wiſh to exult in the contraſted ſu- 


periority of Great Britain. lt i is introduced to ſhew the 
Proteſtants their inability to maintain that ſituation to 


f 80 they afpire at the very moment when they claim 8 
: They with for a diſtin Government, without 

Licher wealth, or ſtrength, or credit, to ſupport one. 
To retain their ſtate, ſo crutched up by England as it 
has been, is to preſerve a diſgraceful monument of the 


country's weakneſs, not a rational foundation for its 
pride. If a love of their country, if unexampled gal- 


lantry of conduct, could keep the kingdom at peace with 
itſelf, the exertions of the nobility, of the gentry, and 


of the yeomanry of Ireland muſt have ſuccceded— = 


= 5. eee dexttd 
Defendi poſſent etiam hac defenſa fuiſſent. | 


8 


| But the greater theſe exertions have been, the more 


ſtrongly do they prove the vanity of this objection, 


ſince they muſt have failed without the aſſiſtance of 


Great Britain. e . 


— 


15 it reaſonable to expect that this country is to defray 


the whole expence, and ſuſtain the whole burthen of 


empire z ; to communicate the advantages of her trade; 


to lend her whoſe force and means to quell the diſtur- 
— — bances 


% 
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bances in Ireland; 3 and thus to nurſe a Government un- 
til it may. prove ſo ſtrong, that it ſhall fancy itſelf too 
great for the connection? Both countries ought to 


tremble at a principle of Legiſlative independence, which 
is too ſtubborn to yield a point to time; to circumſtance , 
to calamity; or to the conjoined intereſts of the empire. 


It may be turned to the very worſt of purpoſes. It dif- 


1 fers little i in its eſſence from a wiſh for a total ſepara- 


tion. 


The. third objeRtion is is direQed d ogainlt the exerciſe of 
Engliſh influence, and the conſequent diſpoſal of em- 
ployments in Ireland. It is founded upon the ſame opi- 
nion, that national predilection muſt continue after the N 
Union, which has been ny refuted. 


The nen is not a very. popular one which con- 
neQs the patronage of the Crown with the continuance of 
Parliament. I ſhall not, however, heſitate to admit, | 


that every man has a right to aſpire to the ſervice: of his 


country, and to hope an honourable remuneration of his 
labours. But if the objection were to ſubſiſt, it could 
only apply to the higher orders of life. It could not 
touch the great maſs of the people, who proceed to emi- 
nence and wealth by commercial purſuits, or with the 
flow and patient ſtep of frugality. So far 1s the objection 
from being founded, except poſſibly as to ſome of the 


preſent race, who have ſtruck their roots too deep in 


Ireland to bear tranſplanting, that the proſpects which 
| open by throwing the two kingdoms into one, ought, in 


common reaſon, to operate with the ambitious as incite- 
ments to an Union; not as diſſuaſives againſt 1 "Wo 


It would 1 diſplay a new and more extenſive, 5 there- 


fore a more noble field for the march of Triſh talents i in 


„ 


4 
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the Cabinet, the Senate, and every other department of 
life. Approaching nearer to the common centre of ac- 
tion, they would be more likely to feel its centripetal 
influence. Can ſuch an objection be made, with the ex- 
ample of Scotland before our eyes? So much Was a 


contrary ſentiment thought to prevail, during the firſt 


years of the preſent King's reign, that many Engliſhmen 
| conceived they had reaſon to complain of the predilec- | 
tion manifeſted in favour of North Britons. There is no 
department in the State; ; no ſeat of literature; no ſer- 
vice, or profeſſion i in Eaglend, which Scotſmen have not 
filled with honour to themſelves, and advantage to the 
country. In natural talents Iriſhmen are, at leaſt, their 
equals. - They will enſure the ſame ſucceſs, by kn w- 
ledge, by prudence, and by Bu: gonduct own » 3 
their” . 5 


This objection is ſomewhat at variance with | the prin⸗ 
; ciple of the fourth, | that it woyld encreaſe the nher of : 
_ abſentees. | 


That this will be true to a certain extent, it would ; 
not be very eaſy to deny. But there is a great difference 1 
between perſons paſſing from one part of the ſame king- i” 
dom to another, and ſpending their time and theit for- 


tunes in one that is entirely diſtin. The diſtinction is 


of the ſame kind as when the taxes raiſed in a country are 
laid out within it, or are ſent to make purchaſes in ſome. 
other nation. The kingdom is benefited by the expen- 
diture, and Every inhabitant has his portion in the general 


proſperity. 


-— 


Ja the neceſſary plenum of a populous country, the 
removal of ſome individuals into one particular ſpot, will 
N a others 1 into their former ſpace. If one 
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current ruſhes to the warm atmoſphere of the metropolis, 
another ſurcharged with heat, ſets not leſs violently the 
other way. Diſcontent, diſguſt, ſatiety, or the love of 
eaſe, draw thoſe who are more matured in life from the 
fields of ambition and pleaſure; as the young and vigo- 
rous crowd forward to fill them, in the fond gaieties of. 
hope, and the deluſive fancies of i inexperience. | 


Even if an accurate proportion ſhould not be preſery- 
ed, ſtill, while the inhabitants of the fame empire conti- 
nue within it, their influence is felt through every link of 
the ſocial chain. In whatever part of the lake the ſtone 
is caſt, it dimples the len ſurface to its remote ex- 
. tremity. e | 
| Thoſe who reſort to the el for pleaſure, l at 
feaſt, contribute to defray the expences and burthens of 
the Government, maintained by the joint revenue of 
both nations. Thoſe who reſort thither to improve theic 
fortune in trade, will be enabled, by encreaſe of capital, 
and enlarged mercantile conne d ions, to ſet a greater 


quantity of labour in motion among their neren, 
than if 1 had remained at home. 


The poor will be leſs likely to e when; 10 om 
the encreafing wealth and induſtry of the country, their 
wages grow higher, and their condition becomes better. 


Members of the Legiſlature will be obliged to reſide, 
for part of the year, in Ireland, to keep up their connec 
tion and intereſt with their conſtituents. The influence 
of ſuch an example may grow up into a faſhion, and 
invite abſentees of large eſtates to a ſimilar practice, 
who have hitherto never thought of that ee ex- 
oept to draw their rents. æ 
1 Evens. 
'® This laſt is more probable, that may firſt ſight appear. In no great . 
| empire, either aucient or udecü, have the * been accuſtomed: to ſpend | 


A * 
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de without theſe reaſons, there ! is a tender recolſec- 
tion of our native ſoil; which we cannot eaſily ſhake off. 
The aged mind wiſhes to retreat back to that ſpot where 
it firſt taſted the pleaſure of exiſtence ; to put off its ex- 
bauſted frame near the place where it took it up. Mott 
men, who accumulate wealth, are found to purchaſe 
eſtates in the country where they were born ; and take 
an honeſt pride in | rendering i it a witneſs to their proſ- 
perity. 
A i not probable, therefore, that any inconvenience 
would be felt from the encreaſed number of abſentees. 
It may be doubtful whether their number would encreaſe, 


There ſeems to be even leſs foundation for the 22 
5 W which predicts the ruin of the capital. 


There is little likelihood that Dublin Would ſuffer 

. kl though the Legiſlature were to be withdrawn. It 
is not thought that the vice-regal court would follow; 
and even if it were, many officers of ſtate, and all courts 1 
of juſtice, would ſtill remain, together with their reſpee- 55 OY] 


tive retinues. Perſons accuſtomed to the galeties and 8 
ſocieties of a large town, would not be eaſily induced to 1 
forego them. The diſtance of London, a paſſage acroſs 85 
the ſea, the coſt of the journey, and the prodigal faſhions t 
of that metropolis, would prevent many from reſorting to 11 
a city which forms the reſidence of the great and faſhion- v 
able but for a few months in the year. People advancsd | 
in life, who are indebted to ſocicty for the comforts = 


a great part of the year upon their eſtates, except in England. The rea- 


ſon is, that, from the united influence of its parts, every corner of the of 
country is found to be of importance. As the conſequence of Ireland | 
comes to be felt as an integral part of the empire, the ſume cauſes will 
lead to the ſame effects there, which already exiſt in Great Britain. 

Another conſequence will follow,——As the intereſts of the two countries Pe 
become interwoven, the number of individuals from Great Britain, who | tr 
will occaſionally reſort to Ireland on buſineſs, or to indulge the curioſity of | hos 

0 


. travellere, will exceed the number of abſentees. 


which 
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which they enjoy, would not abandon Dublin. The chain 
of intereſt, or affection, which ſuſ pends to them a long 
train of relations and dependetits, is make and more 
extended than we uſually « conceive. 
Neither would the city ſuffer, though the entire order 
of nobleſſ. were baniſhed from her walls. She has long 
* vainly endeavoured to retain the benefits of a capital, and 
to render herſelf a place of commerce and manufaftures. 
T heſe things never have been united, except jn London, | 
which has been favoured by many local advantages and 
8 peculiar ciroumſtances. & 
Luxurious manners, and expenſive modes of life, are 
Y pernicious to induſtry. They inſenſibly deſtroy the ſeru- 
pulous morals and fi ugal habits, which ought to prevail 
in the mercantile and manufacturing XY "ag Till within 
theſe few years, the noble and the mercantile orders in 
London kept to different ends of that metr opolis. „„ 
hours, their domeſtic habits, their phraſeology, their 
amuſcments, were as diſtin& as their avocations. Even - 
; now fe merchants venture to the weſt and faſhionable. 
end of the town, before they have amaſſed a fortune, and 
can entruſt their buſineſs to a partner.. 
ut in Dublin, where the great diſcaſe of freland gen- 
Hemdnityk rages with overwhelming violence; it is wholly 
impoſſible to c this diſtinction of orders, or to pre- 
vent the corrupt conſequenees of their being intermin= 


— — —— 1 — — » — re 


— 


* lam aware of the inftance of Liſbon. but thoſe who examine the ſitua | 
5 of that capital, will find it a ſtrong proof of the aſſertion, Be Tt 


+ I muſt plead elaffic licence to the more ſevere reader for thi coinage | 
of this word. | | 
Lieuit, 1 licebit 


Signatum preſemte nota procudere nomen. | 

There i is no acknowledged term in the Englih language to expreſs this 
paſſion peculiar to the Iriſh. All ranks, however deticicat in their educa- 
tion or their means, aſpire to the character, the appearance, and thecom- 


: pany of . I is the greateſt bar to the nn of that 
country. 
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gled. The Iriſh merchant muſt be 15 from the dange- 
rous temptation of example, if he is to be made wealthy ; $ 
and if this could be effected, Dublin would gain more 
from commereial opulence, than ſhe would loſe by the 
abſence of the immoral, the prodigal, and the idle. 
The only remaining obje&ion refers to the enereaſe of 
taxes in Ireland, and her poſſible aſſumption of ſome part 
of Great Britain's debt. 
In the Union with Scotland, England took upon her- ” 
Py the debt which ſhe then owed, and there is no pro- 
| Bability that the terms of any meditated ar rangement : 
would be leſs favourable to Ireland. 
The only difficulty i is, in what manner Great Britaid : 
can be enabled to take it excluſively upon herſelf, when 
the legiſlatures and finances of the country are conſoli- 
dated. This, as well as the ſyſtem of future taxation, 
relate to a ſpecific plan, and not to the abſtract queſtion 
of Union. I ſhall ſay ſomewhat to both, when I exa- | 


mine the principles upon which it ought to be formed. 


Buch are the conſequences urged againſt the Union, 
as affecting the ſeparate intereſts of Ireland. Some of 
them without a probability of exiſtence ; and others ra- 
lber benefits than miſchiefs ; others again may produce 

partial inconvenience, but of a ſort which is of little 
moment, when weighed againſt the advantages which 
the meaſure muſt inſure to that country. 
If the people of England were not influenced by more 
liberal motives than have appeared in the late Iriſh re- 
ſolutions, alarms more ſerious and probable might be 


_ Excited in their minds as to its poſſible effect upon their 
internal proſperity. 


a 


By the meaſure England gains no ſudden acceſſion in 
' conſtitution, i in commerce, or in domeſtic concord. The 
only queſtion with her is, whether ſne may not ſuffer 
loſs in ſome one, or in all, of theſe her preſent bleſſings, 

. The e which ſhe 1 is to draw fr om it ate com- 


mon 
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mon to the whole empire; her portion will be greater 
only in ſo far as her territory is more e extenſive, and her 
people more numerous. „ 
In the general proſperity, Ireland will participate ina I 
proportion not leſs than that of Great Britain, and ſhe 
adds the.certainty ef a rapid internal improvement which 
rhis country cannot have. The ſtamina of this her in- 
ternal growth muſt come from us, and perhaps the beauty 
thus formed from our fide may prove ruin to our hopes 
of an immortal nature. The probable efflux of capital, 
and emigration of workmen ;. owing to the cheapneſs of 
. rude labour and abundance of proviſions in Ireland, have 
formerly excited apprehenſions i in the manufacturing in- 
tereſts of this country. The ſuperior ſituation of Cork 
5 has been deſeribed as threatening ruin to her chief ma= 
| ritime towns. By throwing open the trade of the king- 35 
doms to each other, England loſes the monopoly of her 
home conſumption, and prepares a competitor for the 
foreign market. Thus the Union raiſes up a rival to 
Great Britain with one hand, and beats down her de- 
fences againſt him with the Other. 

1 do not point out theſe obje ctions ae having 8 
en at all equal to what has been given them. The 
author of the Wealth of Nations could ſee much advan- 
tage, but no danger, to induſtry,-or to commerce, from 

an incorporate Union. But if Ireland has her jealouſics 
and fears, England is not devoid of fome that are 
founded upon more plawible appearances, | If one coun- 
try has the magnanimity to overlook them for the com- 
mon good, it is not les becoming in the other to put 
| her's away likewiſe. It is the fureſt pledge and beſt ſa- 
erifice to the ſtriking of'an eternal league between them. 
England ought not to entertain any apprehenfians on 
the ſide of commerce, nor Ireland on that of conſtitu- 
tion. The united labour of the united kingdoms will 


find ſuſbeiom employment in ſupplying their own market, 
| 1 K 2 | and — 
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70 
al thoſe of the entire world. It is of the eff-ntial nas 
ture of induſtry to create larger demands by the very 
meaſures which it takes to ſatisfy: our wants. Every 
moral gratification creates nicer diſtinctions of taſte, 
and gives birth to innumerable deſires. To limit 
the progreſs of the manufacturing arts, we muſt not 
only place bounds to the ingenuity, but to the reſtleſs | 
appetites: of man. Is there not a ſufficiency of profit 
to ſatisfy our manufacturers i in the markets of the North, 
in thoſe of Germany, of Portugal, and of Spain? Can 
they hope, with their utmoſt exertions, to ſupply the 
demands of that which is newly opened to them in Aſia 
and the Levant ; of that which muſt ultimately call for 
4 greater extent of ſupply from Italy and France: 0 
Any frivolous jealouſy of this ſort could not fland 
the teſt of a ſingle year's experience. ' _ we; 
The encreaſe of trade in any part of the ſame em- 
2 terids to make it flouriſh, aud to depreſs it in the 
"reſt. - The wealth of other- towns in England has not 
diminiſhed, becauſe that of London and Liverpool | 
8 1 enereaſed. Commerce reſembles the polar ſtone, 
Ki! which conduRQs it along the trackleſs path of the ocean. 
It communicates its magnetic powers as it touches, with» 
= : out ſoffering intrinſic dimjoution- in its virtues or its | 


ſtrength 8 : 
The danger to Great nals is 3 leſt the 1 two 
1 countries mould impede each other by riral exertions. 


The more impe nding danger is, leſt, from the encou- 
ragement given to manufaQureys, the numerical propor- 
tion and due balance between the various or ders of in- 
duſtry, neceſſary to the conſervation of the State ſhould | 
BY: be deſtroyed; leſt her wealth prove too immenſe, and 

i come too much through one channel, even for an empire 
ſo extenſive e as her's to digeſt, 


iS . „ 1 40 
* The 8 extent of our territory bite the great diſtinQion be- 
tween this — me their of Plans Carthage, na Holland. It is 
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1 dg not think that this deſcription of the little danger 
which Great Britain has to apprehend from an Union is 
at all over-wrought. But if it ſhould, till this country, 


as the head of the empire, can afford, and may well 


pay for, the conſolidation of her ſtrength, by a caſual 


and partial diminution of her trade for a little ſeaſon. 


The phyſical and moral force of Ireland will then be- 
come the ſtrength of Great Britain. She will be enabled 
to undertake her proportion of the expences of empire, 
without burthen to herſelf, and in eaſe of this kingdom. 


Her character in time of war, will not continue doubt- 


ful. It will be unneceſſary to watch her as a ſuſpicious 
friend, as was done in the diſpute with America; or to ; 
guard againſt the conſequences of her enmity, which 


have been felt in the preſent conteſt with France. No 
force will be required to keep the diſcontented in check ; 


and the united powers of the empire may be applied to 2 


maintain its dignity, and add new glories to its arms. 


Wben ſuch advantages accrue from the meaſure to 

8 both countries, are we not bound to lay an immediate 

| Hold upon the bleſſing, which i is placed within our reach? 
The preſent ſtate of Ireland has been aſlgned as a reaſon. 
for poſtponing the conſideration of it. But ſo far is that 


fituation from operating as a diſſuaſive, that it imperi- 
_ ouſly commands the Cabinet to attempt its ſpeedy ac- 


h compliſhment. When the unhappy kingdom is actually 


abouring under the moſt dreadful malady, ſhall his aye 


5 this — which can ks us from the 1 which I EN W 00 in 
the text, and which proved the ſource of their deſtruction. A nation of 


merchants and mechanics would not be able long to defend and preſerve 
itſelf. It is neceſſary a claſs of nobility ſhould exiſt to animate the people 
| with their ſpirit, It is more neceſſary that a hardy race of peaſantry ſhould 
be reared to cultivate the earth, and to riſe in defence of their country. 


When a ſtate i is tempted from ſuperior commercial advantages to rely upou 


ather countries for articles of the firſt neceſſity, or for the means of defence, 
it is then undone. The ſword of the vigor merely reaps that harveſt which 


the conngry has ſowed and A riproed. for him to Bihar: 


s . : ; jeſty's 
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jeſty's Minifters nega to apply that Ea from 
whence is to ariſe the only hope of its cure? 

I admit that all queſtions of reform, are queſtions of 
expediency and circumftance; that innovation is not to 
be attem̃pted, unleſs called for by ſtrong neceſſity. L 
admit more; that the meaſure which might be wiſe in 
one ſeaſon, would be pernicious in another. It would 
be wrong to undertake to innovate when the enthufiaſm 
of the public is too violently worked up to a love of 

change, and the eagerneſs of the country would pufſi the 
honeſt reformer beyond thoſe ſober bounds to which he 
1 — to confine the execution of his plans. 
1 As it is the ſtateſman's duty thus to reſiſt the influence 
| 5 of temporary deluſion, it is not lefs his duty to forbear 
. preſſing forward a beneficial meafure againſt the mani- 
feſt, decided, and ſturdy. averfion of the country. It is 
as impoſſible to rule mankind at all times, by an appeal 
to their reaſon, as it ought to be impracticable to do it 
|| iv. the application of brutal force. He who governs 
a ftee people, muſt know how to ſway their incli- 
| Pn nations, and take advantage of their ſoft and more acceſs 
ſible moments; when he ſhould pull againſt their fretful 
precipitanoe, and when he may boldly. fling the . reins 
upon their neck, and urge their career with bis animat· 15 
ing voice. Wo Ig 
At preſent, neither extreme 1 nor extreme batred 
is kindled in the popular mind of either kingdom againſt 
the meaſure. The people of England ſeem to expect it 
with celmneſs, in the full conviction of its neceſlity. « 
A- great majority of the people of Ireland view it in the 
: ſame light, and wait for i its approach i in the ſame temper. 
It may be debated now, without a. diſpoſition to carry 
it by force on one ſide, or to reje& it from prejudice on 
the other. To wait for the period when it is to meet 
with general applauſe, is to expect thoſe Greek calends 
which never will diſtinguiſh a day in the regiſter of time. 
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It is not probable tbat the diſratisfaction maniſeſted 
againſt it in Dublin would ever prove Teſs than it appears 
at preſent ; it may be contagiouſly propagated by delay 


through parts of the kingdom which continue ſound at 
this moment. 


An arrangement between the two countries muſt take 
place at ſome period; and, judging from the ferment 


excited by the Iriſh Propoſitions, at what ſeaſon is NR 
| Hkely to be agitated with ſo men coolneſs as in the - 


preſent. 


tions, can Ireland be more deeply read in the dreadful 


leſſon of experience, than ſhe now is by thoſe terrible 


If national calamities are the cenchers of wiſdom to na- 1 


examples which ſhe has recently witneſſed? If the 


ſcenes of horror through which ſhe has paſſed, do not ope- 
rate as a ſolemn warning to accompliſh her ſalvation, at. 
what hour is ſhe to expect thoſe W viſitings 


5 nature“ which can produce it? 


Can the loyal Proteſtant, who, for ſom time paſt, has 
| held liberty and life, and the more dear poſſeſſion of fa- 


mily, by the tenure of his ſword, feel convinced that a 


change can be ever neceſſary, unleſs his obſtinacy is ſof- : 
| tened by what he has ſo recently felt? Can the diſaf- 


fected and diſcomfited Catholic ever ſee. an Union in a Th) 


more favourable light, than when the offer brings an am- 
neſty for his crimes, and a remedy for his misfortunes? 
Can the numbers of that ſect who have remained attach- 


ed to their Conſtitution and their, King, expect farther. 


_ proofs to convince 'them that it is the only means by 
which they ean hope the full reſtitution of their rights? 8 


If that period ever can come, when faction and ſelf- 


intereſt muſt give way to public neceſſity, has it not come 
upon Ireland now? If reaſon can ever inſinuate its way 
into the minds of ſeQaries, agitated by furious paſſions, - 


and prejudices doubly charged for miſchief, with religious 
and political differences; can it ſeize a happier moment 


for 
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for entrance, than when their rage is ſpent, and their. 
ſtrength exhauſted, by a long and deſperate conflict; when 
the victor and vanquiſhed muſt perceive; that the reſult 
of their diſſenſions has been the ruin of their country? 
Thoſe who plead for an Union's being deferred upon 
this ground, ſpeak as if it were brought forward during 
the confuſion and hurry of a ſiege or a battle, and not in 
a a pauſe from rebellion, when it is the ſtateſman” s duty to- 
uſe all precautionary means to prevent its breaking forth 
again. There is nothing in the preſent ſituation of the 
country to prevent the free operation of the mental fa- 
culties, and the free declaration of the general opinion- 
| Thoſe who have been convened to condemn an Union, 
| have not found it otherwiſe. At leaſt, they ought not 
= to have proceeded to an unqualified reprobation of the 
_ meaſure, if any temporary cauſe had rendered their fa- 0 
? culties unable to comprehend it. 10 8 
3 If ſuch a ſcheme is to be amended or rejected by reaſon” 


|| | played not leſs effeQually againſt it now, than at a ſeaſon 
pol the moſt profound tranquillity. If, indeed, it is to 
0 de reſiſted by other arms; if it is to be combated. by 
open force; or to be attacked by intrigue ; by cabal; 
by pride; by prejudice; paſſions and feelings ever moſt 
ready to ſwell and burſt forth when ſociety i is pampered | 
Vith proſperity ; the preſent moment is unpropitious to 
the employment of ſuch means. But ought Miniſters to 
forego, upon that account, the introduQtizn of a meaſure 
| indiſpenſable to the good of both kingdoms? Are they 
to give thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves to truth and their 
| | | country, an opportunity to call i in lch! an hoſt of Powers 
ful allies to their afſiſtance ® ED 
Demanded as an Union is, by the internal malen r 
6 the countries, and favourable as the preſent crifis ſeems, 


on that yery account, for earrying it into iminediate ex- 
ecution, 


and by argument, the arms of conviction may be em- 


75 


ecution, our poſition, a as to other nations, is not leſs Pre- 


pitious | to its accompliſhment. 
It was at a period, ſimilar, in many reſpeQs, to the 


preſent, in which ſome of the greateſt ſtateſmen ever 
known to England ot lack forward the meaſure of an 


WOE with Scotland. 


* Thoſe who compare. the cironumflanices and ſituations 
of the countries, will find that the neceſſity for its adop- 
tion was leſs preſſing, and the means of effecting it leſs 


encouraging, at that time, than they are now. The dan- 


Ser Of: an impending rupture between the two kingdoms 
was then dreaded; at preſent it has been actually felt. 
The temporary unpopularity of the meaſure was infinite- 
ly greater in Scotland than it is now in Ireland. The 


Opinion of England was not ſo fully made up in its fa- 
vour nor its confidence fo great in that Admi niſtration, 
as in the preſent. Vet the Whig Miniſtry of that pe- 


riod, undiſmayed by the ill ſucceſs of a former attempt, 


took the hour of victory to lay it before the country. 


Theſe great men felt that it was their duty to draw out 
of the ſeaſon of greatneſs the means of its encreaſe. 
The ſpirits and good humour of the country, when 
elevated by ſucceſs, gave the people new confidence in | 
their Miniſters, and the Miniſters courage to undertake : 
a meaſure ſo bold and decifive. That victory which 
awed the diſcontentsd and factious at home, operated 
not leſs to prevent the machinations of the enemy abroad. 
Similar fortune ſeems to court us to a ſimilar attempt. 
France is driven back from her attacks upon Ircland. 
Nothing but an Union, which renders her cauſe deſpe- 


Tate in that country, will induce her to abandon the de- 
ſign altogether. In marſhalling our kin atchieve- 
ments, the victory of the Nile may rank even befors 
thoſe of Ramillies or Blenheim : ſuperior in glor y to this 
country, as it is excluſiycly our own ; ſuperior in its b=ne- 
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f for entrance, than when tlc rage is ſpetit, * thets. 
ſtrength exhavſted, by a long and deſperate conflict; when 
the victor and vanquiſhed muſt perceive, that the reſult - 
of their diſſenſions has been the ruin of their country? 
Thoſe who plead for an Union's being deferred upon 
| this ground, ſpeak as if it were brought forward during 
the confuſion and hurry of a ſiege or a battle, and not in 
a pauſe from rebellion, when it is the ſtateſmanꝰs duty to- 
uſe all precautionary means to prevent its breaking forth 
again. There is nothing in the preſent ſituation of the 
country to prevent the free operation of the mental fa- 
.  culties, and the free declaration of the general opinion. 
Thoſe who have been convened to coridemn an Unions 
| have not found it otherwiſe. At leaſt, they ought not 
to have proceeded to an unqualified reprobation of the 
meaſure, if any temporary cauſe had rendered their fa 
culties unable to comprehend it. i 
If ſuch a ſcheme is to be amended or rejected by! reaſon” 
and by argument, the arms of conviction may be em- 
ployed not leſs effectually againſt it now, than at a ſeaſon 
of the moſt profound tranquillity. If, indeed, it is to 
de refiſted by other arms; if it is to be combated by 
open force z or to be attacked by intrigue; by cabal; 
by pride; by prejudice; paſſions and feelings ever moſt 
ready to ſwell and burſt forth when ſociety i is pampered 
with proſperity; the preſent moment is unpropitious to 
the employment of ſuch means. But ought Miniſters ta 
| forego, upon that account, the introdu&tizn of a meaſure 
Indifpenſable to the good of both kingdoms ? Are they 
to give thoſe, who oppoſe themſelves to truth and their 
| country, an opportunity to call in ſuch an hoſt of payers. 
ful allies to their aſſiſtance? 

Demanded as an Union is, by the terak Fruation TY 
the countries, and favourable as the preſent eriſis ſeems, 
on that very account, for carrying it into immediate ex- 

_ceution, 


75 


ecution, our poſition, as to other nation, 18 not leſs pro- 


pitious to its accompliſhment, 
It was at a period, ſimilar, in many reſpeQs, to the 
preſent, in which ſome of the greateſt ſtateſmen ever 
known to England brought forward the meaſure of an 


1 with Scotland. 


Thoſe who compare the circumſtances and ſituations 
of the countries, will find that the neceſſity for its adop- 
tion was leſs preſſing, and the means of effeCting it leſs 

encouraging, at that time, than they are now. The dan- 
ger of an impending rupture between the two kingdoms 
was then dreaded; at preſent it has been actually felt. 
The temporary unpopularity of the meaſure was infinite- 
ly greater in Scotland than it is now in Ireland. The 
opinion of England was not ſo fully made up in its fa- 
vour nor its confidence ſo great in that Admin iſtration, 
as in the preſent. Yet the Whig M Miniſtry of that pe- 
riod, undiſmayed by the ill ſucceſs of a for mer attempt, 
took the hour of victory to lay it before the country. 5 
Theſe great men felt that it was their duty to draw out 
of the ſeaſon of greatneſs the means of its enoreaſe. 
The ſpirits and good humour of the country, when 5 
elevated by ſucceſs, gave the people new confidence i in 
their Miniſters, and the Miniſters courage to u ndertake 
a meaſure ſo bold and deciſive. That victory which 
awed the diſcontented and factious at home, operated 
nct leſs to prevent the machinations of the enemy abroad. 
Similar fortune ſeems to court us to a ſimilar attempt. 
5 France. is driven back from her attacks upon Ireland. 
Nothing but an Union, which renders her cauſe deſpe- 
rate in that country, will induce her to abandon the de- : 


ſign altogether. In marſhalling our national atchieve- 


ments, the victory of the Nile may rank even befors 
thoſe of Ramillies or Blenheim : ſuperior in glory to this 
country, as it is excluſively our own; ſupe: rior in its bene- 
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ficial conſequences to ourſelves and Europe, as it affords 
to mankind a chance (a certainty if they will profit by 
it) of deliverance from the moſt ambitious and ferocious 

tyrant that has ever threatened human happineſs. 
The glorious uſe that we have made of our power, 
ſhould inſpire us to augment it, by conſolidating the em- 


pire. No period can be more fit to court Ireland to our 


arms than when the ſhouts of our victorious ſailors have“ 
fraiſed and reanimated deſponding, trembling, Europe; 
| when this country, great from the valour and diſcipline 

of her fleets, but much greater from her own wiſdom 
and invincible conſtancy, has ſhewn herſelf equal to the 
protection of Ireland, and the ſuccour of the world. 
At whatever period the Union is agitated, the prece- 


dent of that which took place with Scotland will doubt- 


leſs be followed to a conſiderable extent. Should the 
principle of Union be approved by both Parliaments, 
his Majeſty will be empowered by ſtatute to ſelect Com- 
miſſioners out of each kingdom, to agree upon the out- 
line, and fill up the articles, previous to their being ſub- 
: mitted to the wiſdom of the reſpeQive Legiſlatures. 


Until that has taken place it viould be mere preſump- 5 
_ tion to point out a plan for drawing up this great na- 


tional ſettlement. No individual could hope that his 
ſcheme would be ſufficiently perfect to deſerve adoption. 
He may point out defects, and ſuggeſt partial improve- 
ments; but the outline ſhould be the work of collective 
wiſdom, well verſed in the perfections and defects of the 
preſent ſyſtem, and not leſs acquainted with the temper 
and private opinions of the people. 

It may not, however, be wholly. uſcleſs to remark 
ſome of the difficulties which are to be encountered in 
the arrangement, and upon what Prineiples ey may be 

overcome. N 


The 


” 


The chief points of arrangement are, f. Such as re- 


ſpect the formation of the united Legiſlature. a. The 
Debt of both kingdoms; and, 3. The impoſition of Taxes. 

| The real danger to Great Britain upon the firſt head is, 
Jeſt the admirable poiſe of her Conſtitution ſhould be 
diſturbed by this ſudden and large enereaſe of her Legiſ. ee 

lators; leſt the Houſes of Parliament, who have 
been lavg accuſtomed to unite a wiſe and temperate con- 
fidence in the Executive Power, with a jealous guard 

cover the liberties of the people, ſhould be changed in 

| their frame and temper by the admiſſion of freſh Mem- 
bers, of new intereſts, and Perhaps new ſources of in- 5 


fluence. 


Ireland is entitled, on the other hand, to a voice in 
. the united Parliaments, proportioned to her rank and i in- 


tereſt in the empire. In forming a ſyſtem of repreſen- 


tation for the Commons of that country, obſtacles will 
ariſe from the intereſts of borough proprietors, and from 
ide deſire of ſeveral well- meaning men to introduce a 


more popular mode of electing her Repreſentatives. : 


It is moſt wiſe and ſafe not to depart from the eſtabliſh- i 
5 uſage of the Conftitution, more than the nature of 
the arrangement abſolutely requires, T he method fol- 
lowed in the legiſlative unions with Wales and Scotland, 
has been that their countries ſhould each return a ſingle 
© repreſentative, where in this part of the Iſland, they re- 
turn two. It ſhould ſeem that this precedent may not 

only be ſafely followed in the counties, but may be ex- 


s tended to the moſt populous towns. 

As it may be neceſſary to make up the full complement 
of members for Ireland, fram her boroughs, the ſame 
rule might be adopted there likewiſe. But if every place, 

baving the privilege of electing members at preſent, 

2 fhould retain a right to. chooſe one, the number of Com- 
moners returned for Ireland, would, in all probability, 
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exceed that proportion which * will be entitled to 
have. 
One of the two methods may be ſuggeſted to n 


| this difficulty. Either a eertain number ef contiguous 


boroughs may unite in chooſing a ſingle member, as 
takes place in Scotland at preſent ; or the franchiſe maß 


be entirely taken from ſome which are moſt vicious in 


their conſtitution k. If this laſt method ſhould be 


thought the beſt, the intereſt of the ſeveral proprietors 


may be recompenſed at the charge of the nation in the 
manner propoſed ii in Mr: Pitt 8 15 for a reform in par- 
lament. | 15 . 


The electing Peers to the Upper Houſe may be ſettled 


with leſs difficulty, as the precedent already eſtabliſhed 


in Scotland is more ſimple, and ofen more eaſ ? i 


to that part of the Parliament. 


Some difficulties may ariſe reſpecting the Engliſh 1 : 
n who are decorated with Iriſh titles. They may 
think it hard to be prevented from ſitting in the Houſe 


of Commons of the empire, and Ireland may think it 


not leſs hard that perſons, who have no property in the 
country, ſhould interfere with her repreſentation. 

To many noblemen of this deſcription, an Union will 
operate as a benefit, ſo far as it may expedite their ele- 


- vation to that Houſe, where they are entitled, from birth 


and fortune, ultimately fo expect a ſeat, Thoſe who 
cannot aſpire to be ſo raiſed, will receive an ample com- 
penſation, in being admitted to the full privileges of a 
Peer of the realm, with the ſingle exception of a vote in 
Parliament. 


* A third method might be adopted, viz, that diſtinQ boroughs ſhould 
enjoy the ſole power of return inalternate parliaments; and this form takes 
place, if 1 miſtake not, in the caſe of the counties of Caitheneſs and Bute, 


of Cromarty, and Clackmanan, But this mode is extremely obje Qionable, 
ON many accounts. ; 


TY: 
As all grounds of jealouſy and national diſpute will be 
removed, it would be unreaſonable in Ireland to ſuppoſe. 


that the privilege of voting for her repreſentatives in the 
Upper Houſe would not be diſereetly and conſcientiouſly 


exerciſed by thoſe who poſſeſs it. Yet ſhould ſhe retain 
any ſuſpicion, it might be ſatisfied by rendering a certain 
landed qualification, in Ireland, neceſſary both for thoſe 


who vote in the election, and for thoſe who are returned 


under it. As this proviſion, however, might ſerve to 


keep alive that diſtinction between the countries, which 


it is the firſt object of the incorporation to deſtroy, it vos 
ought only to fubſiſt for a limited period, which ſhould | 


be fixed and aſcertained i in the articles of Union. 


The debt of that kingdom which is the leaſt, may be 
. ealily conſolidated with a portion of that which i is the 


greater; calculated in a proportionate ratio to the number 
of Repreſentatives which each returns to the Legiſlature. 


But as the exceſs of debt will till remain conſiderable on 
the ſide of Great Britain, ſhe has two ways of providing 
for it, without injury to Ireland. By the firſt, it may be 
impoſed upon the two countries indifferently; this 
kingdom, paying an equivalent in money to Ireland, 
proportioned to the burden which would thus fall 
upon her to ſuſtain ; the equivalent to be laid out exclu- 


| ſively for her advantage and improvement. By the ſe- 


cond, ſhe may take it entirely upon herſelf, and raiſe the 
means upon her own people to defray the intereſt, and 


diſcharge the principal. 


The firſt mode was adopted in the 1 1 Scot- 
land, that country not having any debt at the time, and 
that of England being pretty nearly equal in amount to 
what is owing at preſent by Ireland. The reaſon aflign- 


ed for chooſing it was, that there might be an equality of 
exciſes, cuſtome, and taxes, throughout all parts of the 
united THY It might alſo have had Its weight, that 


ua ſum 


= * 
her —— x 
— —— ˙* — 


= ia * 
- has cut 


p 
* q * 3 1 2 — . — = 
. 
n 1 
= = 2 -» he 8 ns Tr ern q ks a 4 A 
. - * —_— 4 * D 5 -< * _ o a 
5 2 . er „„ TAE; Ne 2 f * 3 
m — 1 n „ a 4 
- eh ” mY , $954 © "py 3 n 
e — ay 


* „ 6 
ws _ * 
>< 4%" | IR 8 
—ͤ—ũ—3hz . — — 


N E EA ö eee 
— 12 - * 


Wo. n 7 


0 


a ſum of money was neceſſary to make good the ine 


of individuals, incurred by reducing the cuin of the two 
countries to the ſame ſtandard, and to purchaſe the in- 
tereſts of the Scotch African and Indian company. 


The uſe of this mode is liable to great objections, when 


the preſent ſituation of Great Britain and Ireland is con- 
ſidered. This country could not raiſe, without great 
inconvenience, a ſufficiency of money to remunerate Ire- 
land. If it were raiſed, the application muſt be ſo gra- 
dual, and of ſuch flow operation, that her people would 

”_ fect more ſenſibly the burden of ee takes, than 
the benefits of national 1 improvement. 


But the ſituation of the kingdoms renders i it unnecef- 


| fary to recur to a plan, in the way of which our en- 

creaſed debt has thrown difficulties almoſt inſurmountable. 
There is no India Company in Ireland, whoſe capital 
muſt be made good, and the coin of both realms is of the 

fame ſtandard &. England and Scotland were connected | 
to a conſiderable extent by land, that was every way eaſy 


of acceſs, and alſo by a narrow arm of the fea, which 


| might be paſſed, in a little time, without riſk or danger. 
In ſuch a fituation, the eftabliſhment of the ſame exCiſes, 
taxes, and cuſtoms, was indif] penſably neceſſary to a fair 


conſolidation of the kingdoms. Otherwiſe Scotland, 


which muſt have been leſs burdened with taxes, would 
have carried on a ſmuggling trade with England, in 
all thoſe articles upon which ſhe was favoured by ine- 

quality of impoſition. Such an arrangement would have 
been equally deſtructive to the intereſts of the fair trader, 
and to the revenues of the ſtates. The inconvenience 


could not have been prevented in any degree, without 
* There is a difference in the nominal value of money; buf if it ſhould 
be thought neceſſary to reduce them in both countries to the ſame, it might 


e done at little expence. An alteration in the copper W of Iceland i is 
all that would be — | 


gi = 


Aa ſyſtem 


5 


Aa ſyſtem of tax-laws, too grievous for a free people to en- 
dure. The expence of collecting the revenue muſt have 
encreaſed to an enormous amount, and even ſuch pre- 
cautions could afford no complete remedy to the 
grievance. | 

But ſeparated as Great Britain and Ireland are by ſea, 
an inequality of tax may exiſt, without burden to the 


people? or inconvenience to the ſlate. The ſame officers 


that are neceſſary to watch the foreign merchant, and to 
guard againſt the attempts of the ſmuggler, will be ſuf- 
ficient to protect each country from ſuch miſchiefs as 


this arrangement might otherwiſe produce. 


Another great inſtrument for accommodating the debts 
of the two kingdoms, may be found in a proper modifi- 
| fication of the fund eſtabliſhed for reducing the national 
debt, and of the produce arifing from the redemption of 
the land tax, which 1 is made applienbie to the ſame pur- : 
Foſe. 5 
So far as Great Britain ke her debt excluſively to 
herſelf, ſhe muſt. levy the taxes, to diſcharge it, upon 
her own inhabitants. As the intereſts of the two coun- 
tries would be the ſame, from the moment of union, 
their contribution to all other expences of the empire 
ſhould be in the fair ratio of their reſpective abilities. 
The faith of both iſlands would be pledged in ſecurity of 
all future debts, and the proviſion for payment of inte- 
: reſt and principal ſhould be levied from the revenues of 
both. In a few inſtances it might be equitable to pay 
regard to the comparative poverty of Ireland, and to 
make ſome difference in the quantity of tax impoſed up- 
on the ſame commodity, with reference to her and to her 
more wealthy neighbour. In articles of neceſſity, and in 
thoſe articles of luxury, which, to ſome claſſes of ſo- 
ciety, are become articles of neceſſity, a tax which could 
be eaſily borne by Great Britain, would amount to a pro- 
" hibition 
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hibition of their uſt in Ireland. The comforts of life, 
in diſtin& civilized nations, depend more upon the ha- 
bits of that claſs of ſociety to which the individual be- 
longs, and its relative importance among thoſe ſeveral 
orders into which the whole nation is divided, than upon 
the poſſeſſion of poſitive wealth X. 
b From the application of this principle, it will be evi- 
dent, that a tax, in appearance equal, may be highly : 
; unequal i in its effects. Oppreſſive to the individual, as 
tending to deprive him of the means to ſatisfy his ne- 
ceſſary wants; 1mpolitic in the Government, as tending 
. to diſcourage that conſumption from whence the reve- 
nue is to be raiſed. Thus to inſtance the article of wine, 
of which the uſe is far more general in Ireland than in 
this kingdom, A man who poſſeſſes an income of 4ool. 
a year would, if conſidered with reference to Ireland 


= alone, be entitled to rank with, and enjoy all the com- 


forts, which a man in the receipt of 600l. a year could : 

| have, if he reſided in England. He ſees fewer peo- 
ple of wealth and fortune ſuperior to his own than the 

Engliſhman, and full as many gradations from compe- 
tence to poverty below him. His money is, indeed, leſs 

in quantity, but ſo far as it is a mere medium of ex- 
change, it is of equal value; ſor it will procure him an 
equal portion of the comforts and conveniencies of life, 
An equal tax upon wine would operate very differently 
upon thoſe two men. The Engliſhman, who was leſs | 
uſed to drink it, would be enabled to pay the tax. The 
Iriſhman, who, from habit, muſt feel the deprivation 
more ſeverely, would be rendered unable to purchaſe. 

Alt is upon this W f that Ireland is a diſtin nation, and would be 
brought ſuddenly into & new ſituation, to which her inhabitants could not 
be reconciled at once, and againſt the inconveniencies of which they could 
not be reaſonably expected to have made provifion, that I think a dif- 


ference in ſome few articles of union, and that for a ſhort period, ought 
to be made. | 5 
| The 
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The framers of the Britiſh Union felt the operation of 
this principle, and endeavoured to guard, by ſeveral 


proviſions in the articles, againſt any inconveniencies 


which might ariſe from its effect upon commodities of 


general conſumption. Thus, the 7th article, eſtabliſhes - 

a proportionate exciſe upon Scotch beer. The 8th 
exempts Scotch ſalt from all duty for ſeven years, and 
from A particular duty levied in England for ever. So, 
likewiſe, the 12th exempts coals; culm, and cinders, from 


duty for a limited period; and the 1 3th contains a like 
$ proviſion with regard to malt. \ 


It is the ſame principle which induces the Parliament 
6f Great Britain, even at this period, to preſerve an ex- 


ception in favour of diſtilleries i in the Highlands of Scot- 


land, although it is attended with many inconvenieneies, 1 


nud is hig bly detrimental to the revenue . 


N NM 3j 


5 ry 1 bave adduced 1 eee inſtance merely to =o that the bid 
ſeated i in the text is recogaized by the Britiſh Parliament in its preſent ſyſ- 
tem of taxation; and by no means as an approbation of the application of 


the principle to the caſe to which it has been extended. 


: I have been favoured with the following obſervations upon that ſubject by i 
i an ingenious friend. I inſert them not only from their intrinſic value, but 
as they will ſerve to illuſtrate the caution with which the principle ought to 


be applied to the ſeveral matters of commerce between the countries. 


The very reaſon upon which an exemption has been granted to diſtil- 
| leries in the Highland diſtricts, fails ! in point of fact. It is that, from the 


keenneſ, of his atmoſphere, the uſe of whiſkey is abſolutely neceſſary to the 


Highlander, while he cannot afford to pay the price which may be borne by 
his neighbour in the low country, to whom, beſides, it is not an article of 


neceſſity, but of luxury, There is no part of the Highlands, however, 


which raiſes a ſufficient quantity of corn for the conſumption of the inha- 
bitants. The grain which is neceſſary for ſubſiſtence muſt be brought from 


other countries. Coals, too, have not yet been diſcovered in the Highlands; 
and to prepare moſs for fewel, is a laborious and tedious operation. But 

grain and fewel are not leſs articles of the firſt neceſſity than whiſkey, Vet, 
by this exemption, the Highlander is tempted to conſume all the grain 
which 1s raiſed, and all the fewel which can be collected within his diſtrict, 


in the diſtillatio nof . To ſuprh the additional dchigiency thus oc- 


caſioned 


* j 
we 


, As theſe partial exemptions, however, ought to be 
ereated only in favour of a country's comparative pover- 
ty and ſudden change in ſituation, they ſhould not be too 
generally extended; and they ought to ceaſe at ſome 
period in which it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed that the a 
caufes which gave riſe to them are removed. The time 
at which this diſtinction in duties ought to expire ſhould 
be limited by the articles of Union, as was done in ſome 
of the inſtances already cited from that with Scotland. 


The inſular fituations of the countries is not leſs 5 ; 
vourable to a partial exemption of Ireland from particu- 2 

nr impoſitions, than it is to the excluſive levy in Great 
Britain of ſuch as will be — for the Ae * . 
the preſent debt. i 


All ſubjects of Tax may be divided. into —chree claſſes, 
| 1. Taxes upon things in their nature local, and conſti- 
tuting, as it were, a part of the country itſelf. Such 
are taxes upon land, and taxes upon · reſident individuals 
in reſpect of their income. 2. Taxes upon things to be 
conſumed in the country, and laid with a view to ſuch 
. conſumption. Such are thoſe which are levied upon 
wine, ſpirits, ſtamps, malt, and, to ſpeak generally, 
all articles which are under the management of the 
exciſe. 3. Taxes upon the export and import of vari- 
| ous manufaQtures, and articles of commerce, conſi- 
_ dered as ſuch ; and this, whether the tax is impoſed as a 
ſource of revenue, or as a 9 in trade. ; Such | 


| caſioned, he muſt grain and ale from a Annen, But theſe laſt. are 
| bulky commodities; aud, perhaps, if the calculation were made, it would 
be found, that ſpirits brought from a diſtance would coſt the Highlander 
leſs than they now coſt him (even with the benefit'of the exemption), when 
thus manufactured at home. And this, independent of the circumſtance, 
that, in ſpite of all checks to the contrary, ſpirits are diſtilled in the High- 
land diſtricts for the conſumption of the low country, which raiſes the price N 
to the Highlander, and deſtroys the very purpoſe for which the exemption | 
Was — TY 
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are duties upon primum, or raw material of manu- 
factures; as upon cotton. Such alſo are all prohibitory 
duties upon the manufactures or productions of other 
Countries; ; as upon French ſugars, gauzes, gloves, and, 
at ſome periods, upon foreign corn. 
Taxes of the firſt kind might differ i in quantum in 
different diſtricts of the ſame country without danger 
of being evaded x. Thus, a tax of 47. in the pound 
might be laid upon lands in, London and Middleſex, and . 
one to the amount of a 10th of the productive in- 
come of perſons reſiding there might be impoſed; 
while the firſt ſhould he only 27. and the ſecond no 
more than a 15th in the counties of York and Lin- 
coln. Taxes of the ſecond claſs could not differ in con- 
tiguous parts of the ſame country, as it would be im- 
Poſſible to prevent a ſmuggling intercourſe. But, in 
Countries ſituated as Jreland and Great Britain are, ſuch _ 
a mode of impoſing them is not liable to ſuch objections 
as ariſe from the facility of an, or r the odium of 
viſible inequality. 
SGreat Britain might 1a thoſe taxes which muſt he ap- 
propriated to. the diſcharge of her preſent debt, upon 
Either or both of theſe branches of revenue. But any 
diminution of duty in fayour of Ireland, ought to take 
place in the ſecond claſs, under the ſyſtem of Union, for 
5 two reaſons. Firſt, on account of the people, as ſuch 
taxes, if heavy, will be more felt by the middling and 
lower orders of ſociety. Secondly, on account of the 
revenue, as the expence of collection will be greater, 
in proportion to the receipt of tax; and as the facility 


of evaſion muſt be greater, from the internal ſituation of 
that country. 


N This, of courſe, does g tiavolve the queſtion of, how far it would 
be * to impoſe ther. | 
M 2 5 Taxes s 


TW 5 
Taxes of the third claſs, which affect ſubjects of ma- 
nufacture and commerce, as ſuch ought to be the ſame 
in doth iſlands. It is of the very eſſence of the Union, 
that the two countries ſhould have but one market; that 
the merchants of each ſhould be enabled to meet each 
other, both at home and abroad, unclogged by any po- | 
ſitive reſtriction ariſing from tax or duty. . 


It is not meant by this, that a minute and impaiiibls 1-4 
balance ſhould be ſtruck between the advantages and diſ- 
advantages of ſituatior, or the collateral effect of indi- 
rect impoſitions, which render a manufacture more ex- 
penſive, and, therefore, leſs favourable to one place than 
to another. Such a calculation i is happily impracticable; 
but, if it were poſlible, 1t would only tend to encourage 
| rivalry between the nations, and diyert the manufacturers : 


of one of them from ſome other branch of induſtry in 


which it might be more profitably employed. Eng- 5 


land and Ireland mut be left to retain their ſeparate | 


more dil experience ; the "hee | the ee ö 
rude labour, and her abundance in the neceſſaries of 


life. The cheapneſs of carriage is thrown in the middle, 

as a prize to both; fluQuating ſometimes in favour of 
the one, and ſometimes in that of the other, Where 
other eirgumſtances are equal,. it muſt always give ad- 


: e bis ee e This e | of duties 
ſhould extend, therefore, only to ſuch as are impoſed 
directly and ſpecifically upon articles of commerce or ma- 
nufacture, ſo as to prevent the 1 income of the ſtate from 


operating as a bounty in fayour of one tradeſman, 1 4 
prohibition againſt the other. 


It happens often that a duty of a very different amount 
is laid * the ſame commodity, when conſidered 23 


.# 


G7 


aan article of conſumption, and as an article of eam- 


merce. If this ſhould be the caſe, in the inſtance of 
any articles where Ireland may be favoured in point of 
duty, the inequality that would otherwiſe affect the 
merchant, muſt be-remedied by a ſyſtem of drawbacks 
and countervailing duties. That is, when a commodity 
is imported from the iſland. paying a leſs duty, into 
that which pays a greater, a duty muſt be laid up- 
on the importation equal to the difference. When the 
exportation is made from that which pays the greater, a 
drawback * ſhould be allowed to the merchant equal to 
the exceſs which he has paid. 0 © 


The principles which 1 have thus yemmred* to lay 


5 down, will ſtand in need of many modifications in their 


application to the ſeveral articles of the Union. It 
will require great ſagacity, and infinite labour, to ren- 
der them invulnerable to rational objection. But the 
5 pains are well beſtowed, where the object i is the os | 


Teng. of the united . ; 
Countries 


* t are the ſource, at preſent, of ſcandalous depredation' in the 
revenue ariſing from the cuſtoms, If they muſt take place between the 
two iſlands, upon the event of an Union, I know of no better method ta 
: prevent fraud, than to make the drawback payable in the country to which 
the goods are exported, upon their being landed there, I put in my pro- 
teſt againſt the uſe of that ſhallow conceit, that this would be to make 
Ireland pay a bounty for importation againſt her own manufacturers. The 
revenues of the countries will then be one; and an individual might as 
well conſider it as a greater loſs to him to pay money from his left hand 

pocket than from his right. This ſcheme cannot extend to drawbacks | 
upon exportation to foreign markets: but one great advantage from con- 
ſolidating the revenues, and their mode of collection in both countries 
will be, that it will turn the attention of the Miniſter (too much, and too 
well employed, to conſider every poſſibility of reform) to the cuſtoms. 
It is ſhocking to think that a Cuſtom-houſe oath is become proverbial, to 
| Cignify a legal perjury, committed without fear of puniſhment, or imputa- 
tion of moral guilt. 1 9 
| + I have purpoſely avoided all matter of detail, It is to %: hoped that 
| any. an ROW * of wil en the ſevere canvaſs of able commiſ- 
 honers, ; 
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Countries like Ireland and Great Britain, eannot 


cCondnct this arrangement upon a narrow principle of 


chaffer and a petty truckle of paltry equivalents. They 


muſt come to negociate, not in the ſpirit of demand, 
but in that of ſelf-denial; not aſking what they may be 
| allowed to retain, but how much they are to ſurrender I 


for the common intereſt : Diſarming ſuſpicion, by Bp 
noble competition in liberality, and giving a ſure pledge 


of ſincerity in the unbounded exchange of e 
: confidence. ies | 


Neither country « can offer, even temporary, incon- 


; venience from an Union diſcuſſed n this manner, - and 7 
arranged in theſe principles. But if it did require great 
facrifices great ſacrifices muſt -be made to effect it. 
It does not come forward as a meaſure of expedieney, 
Which, though more wiſe to adopt, might be poſtponed 
or laid aſide with ſafety, It appears as one of ſtern ne- 
ecſſity, admitting neither compromiſe nor alternative, 
Indiſpenſable to the ſafety of- both nations, all temporary 


feelings; all private loſſes ; all partial inconveniences, | 


- mult give way to its adamantine ſtrength. No miſchief 


can ariſe to Great Britain ſo ſerious as a war between 


the iſlands. No advantagg-.can.ſpring from her preſent | 


ſituation, equal. to.-what muſt proceed from knitting the 
limbs and members of the empire firm and compact 


together ; giving it ſtrength and vigour to reſiſt an im- 
placable enemy, whoſe hopes and dreams of CA 
and peace are founded upon our deſtruction. 


1 


Not leſs neceſſary to Iceland on theſe accounts, it is 
more ſo from her peculiarly dreadful domeſtic calami- 


ſioners. There is a radical and incurable fault in one which is talked of at 
| preſent with conſiderable confidence, The miſchiefs which it purpoſes to 
 obviate will be more effectually remedied in a proper modification of the 
practice of electing ſtanding committees, at the commencement of every 
ſeſſion, and 2 che old form of appointing trier. 777 petitions, 


ties. 
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Iſland, | 


Let him explore the ſcene of the late rebellion ; 
' ſurvey ſquare leagues of that country, once eee 


ties. It is indiſpenſable to ſave her from the continued 


viſitation of horror, in all thoſe changeful ſhapes i £6 


which ian deſcend to afflict mankind, From ers 
from plunder ; from ſummary juriſdiction in matter of 


life ; from maſſacre ; from robeBion's from military 
execution. EEE 


Ns meaſure can be too ee n to attempt tl” 


refs from a ſtate, where the treachery, the obſtinacy, 
and the cruelty of rebels, have called for the portentous by 
means of military ſeverity to repreſs them. A ſtate, in 

wich the rapid ſucceſſion of enormity extracts the ſting 


from crime, and the continued infliction of omen ſtrips : 
1 5 puniſhment of its terrors. 


Unhappy is the country ſuffering under ſuch ite. 


. But tenfold unhappy muſt ſhe be, if, fuffering as ſhe does, 

| ſhe is inſenſible to the extent of her woes. If long ac- | 

quaintance with confuſion has rendered her misfortunes 5 
leſs dreadful; and familiarity with violence and blood 


has ground down the fine edge of her fee lings t to indif- : 


ference for the life or death of man. 


The murderous e $ curſe has fallen upon : the. 


£79 «6 I have 3 full with horrors ! = 
| Direneſe, familiar to my flaughterous Sk V | 
Cannot once ſtart me.“ _ | 


by any man doubt the fidelity of the deſcription, — 
let him 


and populous now reduced to an heap of ſmoking 


ruins. The habitations of the rich and of the poor; 


towns, manſions, cottages, involved in one univerſal 
and indiſcriminate deſtruQion, as blaſted by the bolts of 


Heaven. Neither man, nor woman, nor child, nor ani- 
mal e upon man, to be found as tenants to the 


** | 


"> # 
frigbtful waſte. Not a life ſpared in pity, in hurry, in 
confuſion, in reverence of age, in contempt of inſigni- 
ficance, or in the ſoftened rage of ſatisfied paſſion! No! 


not one inhabitant left to indicate the cauſe, or relate 

the hiſtory of this general devaſtation ! All]! all deſtroy- 
ed Nothing of man remaining, but the terrible mo- 
numents of his rebellion, his cruelty, and his ven- 
Teance eee 1 


THE EXD. 
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